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The Feast of the Holy Family (
December 27,2015 | {

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26

The Mass Anticipation for the Feast of the Holy Family
4:00PM  Fred Buoro—-Memorial
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27

The Feast of the Holy Family
7:30 AM Bernard Kenny—8th Anniversary
9:00AM  Albert Edward Hyde—Memorial
10:30AM  Gene & Mary Verri—Memorial
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:30 AM  Frank AlImonte—Memorial
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29

Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30 AM  Robert F. Armstrong—Memorial

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30

Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30AM  Pat Franzone—13th Anniversary

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31

Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30AM John Gardner, Jr. — Memorial

Vigil of The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
4:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2016

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
7:30AM  Fr. Charles H. Downing—Memorial
10:30AM Carlos Montini, Paul Amato & Rose Montini
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2

Saints Basil the Great, & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops
& Doctors of the Church
8:30AM  Mary Lou Deus—Memorial
The Mass of Anticipation for the Epiphany of the Lord
4:00PM Deceased Members of Manocchia & Cardillo Families-Mem.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 AM  The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
9:00 AM George Brigido—Memorial
10:30AM  Franciszek Majewski—Memorial
5:00PM Hope Votta—Memorial
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Dear Parishioners:

“The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light,”
as the reading from Isaiah
announced at Christmas. We live
in the joy of the Christmas
season, and it has very little to do
with holiday sales. Jesus Christ is
Emmanuel — “God with us.”

Exchanging gifts and good
times with friends and family is a
tradition that springs forth from
our Christmas joy. But the noise
of these things should never
drown out the quiet voice of
God’s love made flesh in the birth
of Jesus. Bethlehem, for each of
us individually and the world as a
whole, is the beginning of
something entirely new and
utterly beautiful if we ask God for
the purity of heart to possess it.

Christians celebrate the
25th of December not as just
another secular holiday, but much
more deeply as the day of birth of
the messiah that is the birthday,
in the words of St. Leo the Great,
of life itself.

God loved us so much that
He sent us His only Son. He loved
us enough to take on our poverty,
our indignities and fears, our
hopes and joys, our sufferings and
failures — and to speak to us as
one of us. He became man to
show men and women how much
God loves them. He was born for
that purpose. He lived for that
purpose. He died and rose again
for that purpose.

It’s never too late to invite
the Christ Child into our hearts.
Surely this weary and war-torn
world needs “the great light”
born on Christmas Day. May God

o ercy CMusings

grant each of us, and those we
love, the gift of welcoming Jesus
Christ into our hearts this
Christmas  Season and all
throughout the coming year.

We give thanks for so
many people who make our
celebration of Christmas so very
joyous at OLM. The Church is
beautifully decorated, the
Christmas music was superb, our
altar servers are outstanding and
the crowds were overflowing! It
was truly a joyful and faithful
Christmas at OLM.

We thank Celia Franzone
and her loyal band of decorators
for their tremendous work in
making OLM so beautiful at
Christmas. We thank Paul
Anderson and his maintenance
crew for ensuring the Church is
clean, for hanging the wreaths
and stringing the lights on the
trees and so many other things.

We thank our dedicated
sacristans and all those who help
clean the Church for ensuring the
sacred vessels were polished, the
linens cleaned and starched, the
vestments wrinkle free and for
taking care of all the little details
for our worship of God.

We also thank our
wonderful Altar Servers for their
reverent and solemn service at
Christmas Masses. We thank our
ushers for their warm welcome
and hospitality. We are grateful
for our Lectors and the
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion for their good service
to the parish.

We must also truly thank
our musicians, Henri St. Louis,
Deirdre Donovan, the OLM Adult

©

Choir and Children’s Choir for
providing such beautiful music for
the Feast of Christmas!

We are truly blessed to
have such good people dedicate
themselves to our parish! So
please take a moment to offer a
prayer of thanksgiving for all the-
se dedicated people who work so
hard for our parish! In your name,
| offer our deep gratitude and
continued appreciation for all
they do!

Finally, on behalf of Fr.
Connors, Deacon Dowd and
myself, | offer our thanks to the
parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
Parish for your faithful
witness and joyful spirit in
celebrating Christmas. We thank
the many parishioners who are so
supportive of our priestly and
parish ministry here at OLM.

Your well wishes, greeting
cards and the many generous
and thoughtful gifts at Christmas
are truly appreciated and we are
so very grateful. May God bless
you and your families and our
parish with the continued joy and
happiness of this season.

| hope you join us for the
holyday on New Year’s Day, the
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of
God. There is a Vigil Mass at 4pm
on New Year’s Eve and Mass at
7:30am and 10:30am on New
Year’s Day. Attending Mass on
New Year’s is a great start to the
New Year. So please join us as we
honor Mary, the Mother of God!

Happy Christmas and a
Holy and Happy New Year.

Tt
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/;,. ﬁwﬂll Dear Fr. Connors: For how long
should we keep up the Christmas
4& 4 tree?

There is no rule exactly. You
must decide for yourself. However,
the Christmas season does not end on
December 25. Instead, it continues
until the feast of the Baptism of the
Lord, celebrated on the Sunday

following Epiphany.

The eight days following Christmas are the
known as the Christmas octave or the so-called “eight
days of Christmas.” This privileged period ends on
January 1 with the celebration of the Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God. The Christmas season
continues through epiphany, celebrated in the United
States on the second Sunday after Christmas and in
other parts of the world on January 6.

For the octave of Christmas there are special
prayers both at the celebration of Holy Mass and in the
Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of the Church
prayed especially by priests and religious. During Mass
the Gloria is said each day, for example. The priest and
deacon wear white throughout the Christmas season
until the Monday after the feast of the Baptism of the
Lord.

There is one final distinction. The feast of the
Presentation of the Lord in the temple is celebrated on
February 2. There is some sense in which the season of
Christmas, at least in an analogous way, extends
through that day. The Christmas tree in the papal
apartment in Rome traditionally was kept up until 2
February.

Likewise, the proper chant for the Blessed
Virgin Mary, sung during solemn celebrations of the
Liturgy of the Hours or at Holy Mass, is the same one for
Advent, Christmas and until February 2. At Mass at Our
Lady of Mercy, for example, often after the distribution
of Holy Communion, the proper chant in honor of Mary
will be sung. Until February 2, that is the Alma
Redemptoris Mater, which is Latin for “Loving Mother
of the Redeemer.” Christmas might come but once a
year but it extends beyond just December 25. The truth
is the coming of God is too great to be celebrated in just
one day

If you have a question about
the Catholic Church or Catholic Teaching,
please email questions to:
associatepastor@olmparish.org

Prag for Peace

Ldeek/% Ce//ecﬁol/@

December 13, 2015

WEEKIY. ..ottt $13,460.50
] R $3,174.50

Total=16,635.00
Retired Religious.......cveveveueveeeeeeeree e $5,292.50
Immaculate Conception.....cccccceveereceiveeerveevveienen. $3,071.50
OULFCACKH et $1,797.50
ANNUAl (E0 L) $102,634.00

If you have been away on vacation or visiting another
parish, we kindly ask you to please make up your missed
budget envelopes. We depend solely upon your weekly
support to meet our weekly parish expenses.

Thank you for your generous support!

Please note collection results for the week of
December 20, 2015 were unavailable due to print deadline

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Church
in your will or estate.

PP
o«

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Next Week: Building & Grounds Collection

APPY

New Year’s Holiday, January 1, 2016
Please note: The OLM Parish Office closes on New Year’s
Eve, Thursday, December 31, 2015 at Noon for the New
Year’s Holiday and reopens on Monday, January 4, 2016
at 8:00AM. Please plan accordingly.

We wish the OLM Parish Staff and Parishioners
God’s Blessings for the New Year of 2016!
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Religious#ducation
NEWS

No RE Classes this weekend or next weekend
due to the Christmas Vacation!

We Wish A Happy New Year to
the OLM RE teachers, aides, students and families!

Mickey St. Jean & Doug Green
OLM Religious Education Directors

///

\

utreach
Update

With thanksgiving for all your generous
support of OLM Outreach Ministries
during the Year of 2015! Happy New Year!
I wish you many Blessings for 2016!

Doug Green
OLM Outreach Director

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

A Fappy New Year to all oar
OLIN School facalty, otaff, tudents, and
famdlics! See you nert year!!
Préncipal Seott Fuller

Discover the OLM Advantage
www.olmschool.org

The Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God

A Holyday of Obligation for All Catholics
Mass Schedule at OLM

New Year’s Eve
Thursday, December 31, 2015

Vigil Mass at 4:00PM

New Year’s Day
Friday, January 1, 2016

Masses at 7:30AM & 10:30AM
No Mass at 9:00AM or 5:00PM on New Year’s Day

Please note: No First Friday Eucharistic
Adoration this month on Friday, January 1, 2016 .
Eucharistic Adoration resumes on the next
Frist Friday, February 5, 2016.

Qtﬂf(t the e o year

"
3

= a prayef..
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Mary, Mother of God

January 1is New Years Day in our secular life, but
in our liturgical life, it is the solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God.

In the year 431, the Council of Ephesus declared
that the Virgin Mary was Mother of God; in Greek,
Theotokos, “God-bearer.”

Mary was celebrated under this title on the first of
January until about the eighth century when the day
was changed to mark the circumcision of the Lord.

The reforms of the Vatican II returned the day to
Mary, Mother of God but kept the Gospel reading
which refers to Jesus’ citcumcision.

CMather éf AQ@M

This bulletin insert was written by Marion Eagen, a liturgist and musician in the diocese
of Seranton, Pa. © 2002 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #290,
San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. All rights reserved.

A Prayer of Consecration
to the Holy Family

O Jesus, our most loving Redeemer, who
having come to enlighten the world, with Your
teaching and example, willed to pass the greater
part of Your life in humility and subjection to
Mary and Joseph in the poor home of Nazareth,
thus sanctifying the Family that was to be an
example for all Christian families, graciously
receive our family as it dedicates and
consecrates itself to You this day.

Defend us, guard us and establish among us
Your holy fear, true peace and concord in
Christian love: in order that by conforming
ourselves to the divine pattern of Your Family
we may be able, all of us without exception, to
attain to eternal happiness.

Mary, dear Mother of Jesus and Mother of us,
by your kind intercession make this our humble
offering acceptable in the sight of Jesus, and
obtain for us His graces and blessings.

Saint Joseph, most holy Guardian of Jesus and
Mary, assist us by your prayers in all our
spiritual and temporal necessities; that we may
be able to praise our divine Savior Jesus,
together with Mary and you, for all eternity.

Amen.
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Duquesne Capital

Commercial Lending Experts

Commerci IRat an All Time Low. Contact us today to get a free analysis Lo Onto (‘ i
to see if we h Ip Save you money with your monthly payments your ]
commerci |p operty. Multi-Fa mlly R tal | Ofr Building, Apartment ai dC ndos WWW. JppC net

Can close in as little as 45 days! Foul ustomer service is our top priol ty

conveniently from your home or office.
ONLINE CATALOG ® ONLINE ORDERING * ONLINE PROOFING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!

CHURCH BULLETIN
ADVERTISING

DOES YOUR
ADVERTISING

- Establish a relationship?
- Build a friendship?
- Earn referrals?

Call us today 215-586-1575 or 267- 251 0341
www.dugcapital.com
3900 City Avenue, Suite 107 * Philadelphia, PA 19131

Community

support worthy
ﬁ? of patronizing!
4 Q,

k§

e

- Generate a testimony? -8 i) q\\
- Capture repeat business? - d;} ; %@“’

This happens for thousands every day
with church bulletin advertising!

The constant visual presence your business needs to succeed.

©iStock.com/JohnPatrickPublishing Av,\

COMPANY

JPJOHN PATRICK PUBLISHING

FAMILIAR - TRUSTED - PROVEN EFFECTIVE
NOW THAT’S ADVERTISING!

800-333-3166 ext. 161

www.JPPC.net

946 Our Lady of Mercy « E. Greenwich, RI (INSIDE) John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net




Bobby
& Mia

Twids =

PASSION INJTHE ART

OF F ERS
233 Main St., E. Greenwich, RI

401-398-8833 www.RIFlorist.com

FIVE STAR MORTGAGE
PROFESSIONAL

3

George Cooper
Coastway Community Bank
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS #133747

(401) 787-5855

gcooper@coastway.com

Coastway

Community Bank

www.coastway.com

5.

Since
1967

” 884-8798

CRef-a-Roni.

Fancy Foods

Featuring regional specialties from Italy,
Germany, Great Britain & Scandinavia
for over a quarter century.

2832 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich

Symmetry

Financial Group

William A. Winter
Field Underwriter

5

SYMMETRY

billprotects@gmail.com
=

401-885-1103 (O)
401-749-6840 (C)
401-615-9713 (F)

ROOFING
CONCEPTS, inc:

Leonard M. Reynolds, Pres.

401-885-5800

800-675-1614

F: 401-885-3999

1500 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich
maryfrances@roofingconcepts.com

Industrial « Commercial * Residential

Louis DEMASCOLE
g 3 Muking Realty sidentj
\ ==

a Reality
L) 401-824-6312 e

413 Main St., East Greenwich, RT
LDeMascole@residentialproperties.com

Skilled Nursing &

ELOQUENCE

FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS
5849 Post Rd. 164 Main St.
E. Greenwich E. Greenwich
401-885-9141 401-885-6100

36 S. County Commons
S. Kingstown, RI
401-284-3333

THORPE'S
WINES & SPIRITS
| Your Full Service | ™\
Liquor Store
609 Main Street - E. Greenwich

Rehabilitation Center
ON NARRAGANSETT BAY

860 North Quidnessett Rd.
North Kingstown, Rl 02852

F1401-884-1802=

www.scalabrinivilla.com

CHRISTOPHER PEDORELLA, DMD
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
(401) 884-3110

5586 Post Rd., Ste. 102 G

Lorraine (401)
Kane & 2\ 884-1100

NES
O S
g

LU B

Rhode Island’s Foremost Banquet
Facility Overlooking Narragansett Bay

Antiques * Gold & Silver

Member FDIC « Equal Housing Lender 1=

Vintage & Contemporary Clothin
gCo[lectibles &_]uzluz d

/12 Main St., E. Greenwich, Rl
Linda Weinberg 401-219-1903

Wesson
Construction

AbpiTioNg * REMODELING V"
Custom CABINETRY
Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503
225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI

401-884-0970

Lola’s Vintage Closet 3

" DIAL/ICHARIHO !
OIL SERVICE

1
1
1
Discount Fuel Oil » Kerosene !
Diesel Fuel » 24 Hr Burner Service |
Same Day Delivery * Call For Delivery ||
~ Family Owned & Operated ~ :
401-821-4447 + 401-539-2900 |
1010 Tiogue Ave., Coventry, RI
$5 OFF WITH THIS AD |

DR. ROBERT E. MILLER ® DR. STEPHANIE SCHULTZ

COMPLETE FAMILY EYE CARE
CONTACT LENSES ¢ QUALITY EYEWEAR

Fellow American Academy of Optometry
5393 POST RD ¢ EAST GREENWICH, RI

(401) 884-6066

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RI
401-885-0600

WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS ¢ NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH e COBBLESTONE e DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS ¢ SCREENED LOAM ¢ STONE VEN EER ¢ BLUESTONE FLAGGING

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Si Seal Coating, C: ]

Loam Delﬁlery, Snow Plowing & Sanding
Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 - Est. 1950

739-4372
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

%ﬁé// %gyg&'g/a
CULTURAL'PROGRAMS IN ITALY
Online Videos - Private Excursions
Customized Programs & Excursions

Rome “The Eternal City”
April 11-15, 2016

Mhs \Bed & Breakfast
GF? | (401) 885-1712

Donna C. Bumgardner, Hostess
104 School St., North Kingston, RI

www.MrsBeesBNB.com

Saint Elizabeth Home
Just like family

A non-profit,nonsectarian, 501 (c)(3) charitable
organization and CareLink Partner

September 5-9, 2016
Florence
“Masterpieces of the Renaissance”
May 9-13, 2016
October 3-7, 2016
RockyRuggiero.com
Info@Rockyruggiero.com

One Saint Elizabeth Way
East Greenwich, Rl 02818

www.stelizabethcommunity.org

P.0. Box 241, East Greenwich, RI 02818

Swind g@mf&( % Home

* Short Term Rehab
* Long Term Care
* Alzheimer’s Disease

Special Care

401-471-6060

CatholicMatch
Rhode Island

CatholicMatch.com/dateRl

HYLAND BASLER
CHIROPRACTIC

EQUIPMENT COMPANY
ENVIRONMENTAL & INDUSTRIAL

Dr. Steven M. Basler
Dr. Kathy L. Basler

RECYCLING & REMEDIATION SOLUTIONS
885-0260

We Separate the Good from the Bad!
P:401-398-0100 C:401-391-7607
Daniel J. Kane * 5800 Post Rd., E. Greenwich

Preschool &
@9@ @m@@% Child Care Center
Where every child is made
® 1o feel valued & successful
Sk el 401-885-PLAY (7529)
6WeeksTo 5 Years
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs

www.HylandEq.com ¢ dkane@HylandEq.com

www.playgroundprep.com

ESHLIB

www.HOMELOANBANK.com

SALES

FrontlineFITNESS

SERVICE

DESIGN

A Full-Service Community Bank

LiTTLE RED HEN
NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN
AGES 3-6 ¢ 67 YRS OF EXCELLENCE
www.LittleRedHenSchool.com

Jane Ann Conway, Director

401-884-5486
358 OLD FORGE RD.
EAST GREENWICH, RI

Home Loan Investment Bank, FSB has
been helping Rhode Islanders with their
home, auto, small business, and personal
banking needs since 1959.

B¥ Personal / Business Checking
£ Purchase / VA / FHA / Jumbo

380 Jefferson Bivd. * 401-921-3200

DOORLEY
AGENCY,Inc.
izl INSURANCE

17 Sixth Ave. * E. Greenwich, RI

(401) 886-9600
F: (401) 886-9622

www.DoorleyAgency.com

PHILLIP J. BOLSTER
PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas Piping ° Boiler Installs
Remodels * New Construction
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Master Plumber  Master Pipe Fitter 1

Licensed & Insured

B9 Home Improvement Loans
E3 Refinancing

£3 Auto Financing

£ Small Business Loans

ERIN SEPE

Licensed Mental Health Counselor
CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS & ADULTS
58 Main Street, 3rd Floor
East Greenwich, RI 02818

401-447-7037

HLIB is your Home for Banking

Thankse...

Please take the time to read
the ads which make your
bulletin possible. Help
support them as they

401-465-3017

7> 401.885.1612

Commerical &
Residenttial
E.G. Electric Inc.
65 Huling Lane, E. Greenwich, R 02818
Eric Greenberg, President
Cell: 401.265.1660 « Eric. EGElectric@gmail.com

Crogby'e Café
431 Main Street SS

€ast Greenwich, Rl 02813
401-884-2499

lic. #3876 Www.e-g-electric.com ™ |neured

Take out & Certificates ‘3),

822 Main Street,

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe ¢ Betsy M. Caparco Harris

East Greenwich

401-884-9222

support the parish.
Mention the church bulletin
when you patronize their
establishments.

Lot them lnow they

ESepe.Imhc@gmail.com

Lenny LaFleur, Owner

5601 Post Rd., E. Greenwich, RI

lenny@LSAutoRepair.com

finmt

how far

your heart
h can reach

. g{“l“

Millions of people overseas

are appreciated.
ﬁll

BRENTWOOD A
NURSING HOME L

depend on you. PLEASE HELP.
faith.

1-888-354-0060
OC ) action.

4000 Post Road, Warwick, R1 + (401) 884-8020

CRS.ORG/cb
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERvICEs_results.
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