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—EII . THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
e DECEMBER 13, 2020

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

Mass of Anticipation for Third Sunday of Advent

PARISH DIRECTORY 4:00PM  Russell Ferrara—2nd Anniversary
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

PARISH OFFICE The Third Sunday of Advent
Father Bernard A. Healey, Pastor........... 884-4968 7:30 AM  Robert F. Grausgruber—20th Anniversary
pastor@olmparish.org 9:00AM Joyce Honour—5th Anniversary

10:30AM  Kate Bedard—11th Anniversary

Father Joshua A. Barrow, Associate Pastor.......884-4968 MONDAY, DECEMBER 14

associate@olmparish.org St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church
Mr. David E. Cote, Business Manager..................884-4968 7:30AM  Special Intention
business@olmschool.org TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15

Advent Weekday
Mrs. Sandra A. Demers, Admin. Assistant........884-4968 7:30AM Teresa M. Romano—-Memorial
parish@olmparish.org WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
Mr. Paul E. Anderson, Facilities Director............ 884-4968 Advent Weekday

7:30AM  Albert Edward Hyde—10th Anniversary

parish@olmparish.org
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17

St. Patrick’s Cemetery Office.......cccccvcccccec....886-5296 Late Advent Weekday
parish@olmparish.org 7:30AM  Paul Soucy—Memorial
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

. Late Advent Weekday
Mrs. Michele St.. Jean (Grades 1-5).......................884-1061 7:30AM  George C. Jamieson—Birthday Remembrance
reled@olmparish.org SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
Mr. Douglas E. Green (Grades 6-§)........................884-4410 Late Advent Weekday
confirmation@olmparish.org 8:30AM John & Lorraine Sedlock—Memorial

OFFICE OF OUTREACH Mass of Anticipation for the 4th Sunday of Advent
. 4:00PM  Michael Alix—Birthday Remembrance

Mr. Douglas E. Green, Director..............................884-4410

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

outreach@olmparish.org The Fourth Sunday of Advent

MUSIC MINISTRY & CHOIRS 7:30 AM  Evelyn & Michael Simon—Memorial
Mr. Henri M. St. Louis, Music Director.............884-4968 9:00AM  Patricia Sehl—2nd Anniversary
musicministry@olmparish.org 10:30AM Janet M. Fayle—12th Anniversary

Mrs. Shirley Medici, Youth Choir Directress....884-4968

A A
musicministry@olmparish.org kl) Q )
OLM SCHOOL . '

Mr. Patrick H, McNabb, School Principal

Main Office.... 884-1618 5

Mr. David Cote, Business Manager -l-b"'d V(Ck Of Advcnt
business@olmschool.org..............ccc.coo..............884-1618

Mrs. Bethany Verret, Office Manager & Admissions Coordinator

office@0lmscho0l.Org........cccvevvvveeeeeeecreeennee 884-1618
. 886-0742

)

Little Saints & Scholars Program
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Dear Parishioners:

This Third Sunday of
Advent is known as "Gaudete
Sunday." Its name is from the
entrance antiphon of the Mass,
which is: "Rejoice in the Lord
always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near." This
antiphon is from Philippians, and
in Latin, the first word of the
antiphon is "Gaudete."

For much of the Church's
history, this Sunday has been
called "Gaudete" Sunday. The
traditions  surrounding  this
Sunday go back as far as the
fourth or fifth century, as does
the season of Advent itself.

Advent is the season of
preparing for the arrival of the
Lord Jesus (both his first coming
and his second coming), and by
the third Sunday of Advent, we
are most of the way through the
season. Thus it is appropriate to
rejoice as we see the goal of the
season approaching: "The Lord
is near."

On Gaudete Sunday, the
season of Advent shifts its focus.
For the first two weeks of
Advent, the focus is, "The Lord
IS coming." But beginning
with Gaudete Sunday, it focuses

upon, "The Lord is near.” A

heightened sense of joyous

anticipation marks this shift.
Liturgically, the colors

lighten, and the priest wears
rose-colored vestments, a hue
seen only on Gaudete Sunday
and Laetare Sunday during Lent.
On this day, we light the third
candle of the Advent wreath,
which is also rose-colored.

The word "Gaudete" is
Latin for "Rejoice." When the
focus of our anticipation is often
on the negative and fearful, this
celebration is a reminder that
God who loves us is still in

A

CMusings

charge and that we await his
coming not with fear and dread,
but with tremendous faith and
joy. As St. Paul reminds us:

"Brothers and sisters:
Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing. In all circumstances

give thanks, for this is the will of
God for you in Christ Jesus."

So, why do we need a
reminder to rejoice on the Third
Sunday of Advent? Because the
happiness that comes from
holiday festivities, fun
gatherings with friends, and a
full belly, is not the same thing
as Christian joy.

Pope Francis explains the
difference between happiness
and joy: "To be happy is good,
yet joy is something more. It's
another thing, something which
does not depend on external
motivations, or on passing
things: it is more profound. It is
a gift. 'To be ‘'happy at all
moments, at all cost,' can at the
end turn into superficiality and
shallowness. This leaves us
without Christian wisdom, which
makes us dumb, naive, right? All
is joy. No, joy is something else;
it is a gift from the Lord."”

If joy is a gift from the
Lord, then the Lord Himself is
our first and greatest gift and the
only one that will never tarnish
or break or fade. Gaudete
Sunday reminds us that the gift
has not yet arrived, but it's very
near.

"Rejoice in the Lord
always. | shall say it again,
Rejoice!" Gaudete Sunday is a
moment to stop and reflect on
the source of real joy. And if the
Advent season has brought
causes for stress and sorrow into
our life, then lighting the rose
candle is an opportunity to take
heart and refocus with joy upon

©

Christ.

As you've seen in the
media, a COVID vaccine seems
to be coming soon. This past
week we received a letter from
Bishop Tobin and guidance from
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops about the vaccine. There
were some questions and
confusion if the vaccines
developed by Pfizer and
Moderna were morally
permissible to use.

However, the USCCB
states: "Neither the Pfizer nor the
Moderna vaccine involved the
use of cell lines that originated
in fetal tissue taken from the
body of an aborted baby at any
level of design, development, or
production.”

And while we welcome
the wvaccine, questions remain
about the priority in determining
who receives the vaccine. Also,
questions remain about how it is
to be distributed justly and
equitably around the world,
especially in poorer nations. |
have posted the statement on the
parish website if you wish to
read it.

As we enter this Third
Week of Advent and rejoice the
"Lord is near," let’s strive to
pray with greater devotion, give
more generously to the poor and
needy, and truly prepare the way
with a good Sacramental
Confession before Christmas! If
we do, then we can genuinely
"Rejoice in the Lord!"

Stay safe. Be Well. Do
Good. God Bless. Oremus pro
invicem.

LA
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Why is the Incarnation Important?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists
several reasons why God became incarnate (457-460):
The Word became flesh for us in order to save us by
reconciling us with God, who “loved us and sent his Son
to be the expiation for our sins.” The Word became flesh
so that thus we might know God's love: “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness: “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father, but by me.” The Word became flesh to make
us partakers of the divine nature. “For this is why the
Word became man, and the Son of God became the Son
of man: so that man, by entering into communion with
the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, might
become a son of God.”

At Christmas time we focus particularly on the
last of these reasons: that we might become sons and
daughters of God. Remarkably God took to Himself our
human nature. We can meditate on this reality from the
point of view of God and from the point of view of
humanity. From the standpoint of God our minds are
filed with awe knowing that the omniscient,
omnipresent, and omnipresent creator of the universe,
who transcends time, squeezes himself in a manner of
speaking, into a tiny, helpless baby. Similar thoughts can
be had about the Mass and the transformation of the
Eucharist.

From the standpoint of our humanity, St.
Gregory Nazianzus, one of the great Fathers and Doctors
of the Church, responding to the heresy that Jesus Christ
had not assumed a rational mind, said the following:
“What has not been assumed has not been healed.”
Other Church Fathers and theologians have spoken
similarly. The correlation here is that whatever has been
assumed has been healed and transformed. Hence, not
just our rational mind, but every single inch of our
humanity has been affected; even our past, present, and
future. Our weaknesses and sins mask, deface, and hinder
what lies below: the awesome potential of redeemed
humanity. Of all the ways that God could have saved us
and restored our relationship to him, he decided to take
on our human nature. There is no greater gift than this!

Christmas is an exciting time precisely because
we receive the greatest gift of all: the ability to become
like Christ. May we inculcate that message into ourselves
and everyone we meet.

((eckin Collection

December 13, 2020
WEEKIY....cooeeviee ettt e $7,741.00

BT e $2,980.00
Total=$10,721.00

OULICACKH oo eeen $1,099.00
Annual Collection (to date).......ccceevvvevenneee. $108,328 .00
Weekly for December 15, 2019
WeeklY...ooveerveee et $13,706.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

&3

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy
Church in your will or estate.

ng our sins may
It for us, but it
us peace.....

..we are sinners, and we !

need God’s forgiveness.’

~ POPE FRANCIS

/

TCONFESSIONS AT OLM
ADVENT 2020

Monday, December 14

6 pm-7 pm, 6 Priests
Monday, December 21
6 pm-8 pm, 3 Priests
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utreach
_ Update

*OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food and
paper goods for the members of our local
community. Please place all donated non-perishable
foods and paper goods in the box in the vestibule of
Church or the box on the porch of Mercy House.

eChristmas Outreach: We are in need of Stop &
Shop & Walmart Gift Cards small
denominations only $10, $20 & $25). Please
drop in safe in vestibule or mail to the parish
office.

Thank you for your support!
o®For information, please contact the OLM Outreach
Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or via email at
outreach@olmparish.org

eConfirmation Class (2020-21): Next Family Mass
& Class on Sunday, December 13th at 5:00PM.
Only Confirmation students & families may attend
Mass, followed by brief Family Catechesis Class.

i giMA

PRIESTHOOD

CONSIDER THE CALL

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

Striving to be Saints & Scholars!

Upcoming School Events
* Monday, December 14: School Confessions at 1:00pm

* Tuesday, December 15: School Mass for Grade 5

¢ Friday, December 18: Last Day of Classes before
Christmas Vacation.

We are looking for substitute teachers for OLM
School. If interested, please contact OLM School
Principal, Mr. Patrick McNabb at 401-884-1618

Discover the OLM Advantage at www.olmschool.org

This year was a difficult time for so many in Rhode Island.
Itisn’t too late for you to make a big difference in 2020!

SHARING OUR GIF

Year-End Gis

Year-end giving is a win-win!

v Taxadvantages

Fund the Cathotic

¥ Your charity receives much needed funding Chaiy oot
arity Appea

v You support a program that you are passionate about
Tax Advantages:
v Cash: A new $300 charitable deduction is available for

individual non.itemizers, or $600 per married couple,

v IRA: People who are age 70% and older can give up to
$100,000 per year, tax-free, from their IRA to charity.

v Appreciated Stocks: If you have owned the stock for more
than a year, you can deduct the value of the stock on the date . W
you give it to your charity if you itemize. And even if you don’t Support Emmanuel House
itemize, you can avoid having to pay long-term capital gains Homeless Shektee

taxes on yol ofits.

D R e DA s
the Heat On \M( Catholic School

for families in

need KEEP THE

st

e

For more information, contact Daryl Thomas
in the Stewardship Office at 401-277-2121.
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3rd Sunday of Advent
(SAUDE

.t‘-l- . » f

@
r[1h|_' tradidonal name for the Third Sunday of

Advenr is Gaudete Sunday. The name comes from

Gandete in Doming semper, Latin for “Rejoice in the Lord
always,” opening words of today’s entrance antiphon
(brief scriptural text that is usually replaced by an
opening hymn).

Because one of Advent’s tasks is o prepare us for
Christ’s return at the end of dme, this season once had
a penitential quality similar to that of Lent. Gaudete
Sunday with its rose vestments and relaxation of aus-
terities softened the pedod and gave a glimpse of its
fulfillment just as its counterpart, Laetare Sunday, did
at the midpoint of Lent.

Viewed now as a season of devout and jovful expec-
tation, Advent retains very little of its old penitential
focus, but we sall have the opuon of using the hnarpi-
cal color of rose today as we rejoice that Christmas is
near, and Christ’s second coming 15 nearer than it was

yesterday.

M 1,’1;'{]:1!)

Our LADY OF MERCY CHURCH
EAsT GREENWICH, RHODE [SLAND

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
Confessions from 6:00PM - 8:00PM
with three priests

CHRISTMAS DAY
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day Masses at
7:30AM, 9:00AM & 10:30AM
The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord

CHRISTMAS EVE Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

NEW YEAR'S EVE,
:fl_lUR?DA\, DECEMBER 24 DECEMBER 31, 2020
Vigil Masses at 3:00PM & 5:00PM Vigil Mass at 400PM
CHRISTMAS NIGHT NEW YEAR’S DAY,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 JANUARY 1, 2021

Christmas Night Mass at Midnight (livestream) ~ Holyday Masses at 7:30AM & 10:30AM

Happy and Holy Christmas!
THE VERY REVEREND BERNARD A. HEALEY, PASTOR, THE CLERGY,
RELIGIOUS, PARISHIONERS, FACULTY, STAFF & STUDENTS
OF OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH & SCHOOL

SADVENT IS THE.TIME@®E ARE GIVEN TO
WELCOME THE FORD WHO@O0MES 10
ENGOUNTER US, AND ALS® TO VERTFY
OUR LONGING FOR'GOD, TO. 0K
FORWARD AMND PREPARE OURSELVES EOR
CHRIST'S RETURN."

POPE FRANCIS ®

946 Our Lady of Mercy—6



BASLER et | [istening to you | Yﬂ

CHDlngteOver%gerﬂC e | 1S Where we start it
D'r. Kathy L. Basler “ l" i RegFijf;Tss(u“ri?iZS) every ViSit. . &
885-0260 par Hous: EIEIE TR -

Estate Planning Services Accepting new patients

Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

Wills | Trusts | Probate | Medicaid Planning |
Free Consultation

275 West Natick Rd., Suite 500, Warwick, RI 02886

401-286-9992
401-471-6034

-
o OAK —
STREET Doctors for ,
www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com l HEALTH Adults on Medicare - ﬁ-’

Dére Snduiries < RE/MAX

BUYING - GOLD, SILVER & OTHER PRESCIOUS METALS
7 FLAGSHIP
' THE A»""q

L \Ni&s @'IITA

OLD, BROKEN, NEW! f :
Silverware, Jewelry, Serving Trays, Tea/Coffee Sets "', ' f.»‘
or Pieces, Watches, Half Earring Pieces, Etc. ; i

Buyer & Seller of individual coins and collections \l g ‘L}j rtq TEA TN
Call Lee at 401.434.8900 o . Mike and Lee Mita
i i ilabl | i
Evenlng appomtments available at Ol-,ll' ocation or yours : D{MPE{EHHEHEE EI ,24 ..29

— A

Mike: 401-632-7638

www.RIHomesList.com . A01-447-
EAST PROVIDENCE - WARWICK Lee: 401-447-3860

American Wh at’S My Nam e’)
Red Cross
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement ®
Make a Difference in Your Community [EESSSIGCITIERCISINGIESSUITEEIN || ofconge ihieyouwatt
“What's my name?” before entering BT L= .
VO LU NTEER their vehicle to make sure it is the car To all those
they are supposed to enter. Q‘

with the American Red Cross

essential
#WHATSMYNAME workers O
keeping
us safe,

S
C

ORI Ok I EcTee org CYaRminer In Remembrance of Samantha Josephson

ofojigle][feiggloi(ei gl The Music Manor

Music = Leadership iy

Rhode Island 3626 Post Rd., Warwick, R g
Howie Clift - Alumni OLM .

CatholicMatch.com/dateRlI Providing Workshops & Recitals ﬁ

- Music Lessons 9_J7 N serviceis
Ma”OfyS Army FOUnda'ﬁon 2 Workshops for &i ./j \) invaluable &
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... } Piano, Voice, Guitar, Violin, Ukulele appreciated.

Iign’t]ust Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS! ﬁ & 401-864-8385 Q }\

www.MallorysArmy.com www.musicmanorri.com
(973) 440-8657 Email: musicmanor.ri@gmail.com

il
ater /2sv
i publishing campany, inc.

info@mallorysarmy.org ° ° Gerry's
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just MuSIC Of HOWIe & Fred _ D\Mﬁ |N l_Lm
send your email address by text message: Music For All Occasions - FETTFTIFT
Text MALLORYSARMY to Private Parties - Weddings - Rehearsal Dinners §
298 to aet startea Cocktail Parties - Corporate Events 40.1 -885-6811 .
) 594 Main St., East Greenwich

' o 401-864-8385 _ BEAG| "Wy
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Since

884-8798
& ELOQUENCE | william J Rlley THORPE'S
o0 117y ll FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS PLUMB WINES & SPIRITS
Fancy Foods 5849 Post Rd. E. Greenwich & HE“TIHE -
Featuring regional specialties from taly, 401-885-9141 “ YO-UI‘FU” Service k
Germ:?[r:ry Oc‘;lgeraat (?l:';ﬁ';% ;Ctzrr‘;'”a‘”a 36 SS Cl(t::‘lg?t/o(;t,)mmons mnl ]aa 1688 ELEGT EVENTS OVEELOOKIN quUOr Store
2832 . County Trail, E. Greenwich 401-284-3333 | oo e TS TR ] Banguet Sales - 401-884-1100 | 609 Main Street « E Greenwich
Preschool & 401-398-8020| T,
0 . ITTLE RED HEN T
f”’ Child Care Center wesson NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN ""‘.':.L J},
f g VWhereevery chid is made c 0" stru L‘tl on DACEY Insurance Agency |  Aces -6+ 67 Yes o Exceiience | SR Ay OF MERCY SCHOOL
&“ﬂ to feel valued & successful Aobimions * RemopeuinG < | Home « Auto - Business - Life Insurance |  Www.LittleRedHenSchool.com Rt
401-885-PLAY (7529) CustoM CABINETRY Michael Dacey I, ]ane Ann Conway, Director w
6 WeeksTo 5 Years Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503 631 Main St., East Greenwich, RI 02818 . ﬁ 401-884-5486
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs 225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI mike@daceyinsurance.com > 358 OLD FORGE RD.
www.playgroundprep.com 401-884-0970 www.daceyinsurance.com " EAST GREENWICH, RI O?ﬁ%%%ﬁ%%ggfl
A{ e An assisted living residence CATHOLIC » Co-ED
( alabyini Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
Citla ;Ag House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center Act Day PRe-K & K

Skifled Nursing &
whabaitation e
R HABALANLETT AN

Short Term Care &
Rehabilitation Services

easors

EAST GREENWICHWww.theseasons.org « A CareLink Partner

401.884.9099 « Fax 4

Long Term Care

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Goating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,

Secured Memory Loss Unit
Hospice Care

860 North Quidnessett Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852

Tel: (401) 884-1802

Diane Gladu, LPN, Admissions Coordinator

Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 « Est. 1950

739-4372
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding

Rosaries From Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

Retail

COURTESY OF JoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

Wadding Shritations
& SHolidgy Garids

Log onto
www.jppc.net
conveniently from your
home or office.

Crine Gataday

w

Crine rdring
Orins Rroofing m
All Major Credit 4 ® @ m
Cards Accepted EEEm
L l-_" . .
FREE UPS i,
FRECUN '\ 4 Saint Ellz.abeth _Home
SHIPPING! F Just like family

A non-proficnonsectarian, 501 (¢)(3) charitable
organization and CareLink Partner

4 ~ B
H ILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A. Ucci, Jr.

401-884-9222

FaHOME LOAN

i:.., INVESTMENT BANK"

Mortagage & Home Improvement Lending

W) Suirit Eligalith Home

East Greenwich, RI 02818

www.stelizabethcommunity.org

Auto Lending

=}
T

ComF|ctc Collision Senvice o Fainting
Fred Marsocci » 401-821-4500
405 Washington Street, Covcntrg, Rl

* Short Term Rehab
* Long Term Care

¢ Alzheimer’s Disease
Special Care

One Saint Elizabeth Way

401-471-6060

Distincrive Winpow Desiens
Don Aliri - Usher/St. Mary’
444Budlong Rd,, (ranston, Rl
461-0990
Featuring fulllines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

WiamEW PRERUENGE

5 Saint Elizabeth Way e

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, Rl 02818
01.884-7439

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RI
s S atson 401-885-0600
MU]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS © NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE ¢ DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM o STONE VEN EER e BLUESTONE FLAGGING

Fish & Chips Fridays 4pm to 8pm

#5 WALT'S ROAST BEEF

6660 Post Rd., North Kingtown  Call ahead 884-9719

Dr. RoBERT E. MILLER ® DR. STEPHANIE SCHULTZ
COMPLETE FAMILY EYE CARE
CONTACT LENSES ¢ QUALITY EYEWEAR

(401) 884-6066

Fellow American Academy of Optometry
5393 POST RD ¢ EAST GREENWICH, RI

' DELWERYSF.RVICE E|

Ies and service needs?™

We bring the luxury car buying
experience fo you!

)ﬁ“fﬁﬁum
[ “NEWPORT

Mm@ Diriidan aff Priardty As e Gégar

TI33WEST MARM Rk, MIDDLETOW®, I
AM-E1D 3JI3-\'.'| |I"l.| 'iﬂA.MH{WMIET COoMA

BRENTWOOD A
NURSINGHOME L

4000 Post Road, Warwick, Rl « (401) 884 8020
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