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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 17,2023

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
The Mass of Anticipation for 3rd Sunday of Advent
4:00PM Kate Bedard—14th Anniversary
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
Third Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM  Michael & Ellen Brady—22nd Anniversary
9:00AM Dr. Edwin Madden—Memorial
10:30AM Janet Fayle—15th Anniversary
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM George C. Jamieson—Birthday Remembrance
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Edward & Antoinette Plunkett—Memorial
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM Roberta A. Galleshaw—Memorial
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
Late Advent Weekday; st. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:30AM Jeannine Light—13th Anniversary
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22
Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Michael Monteleone—Birthday Remembrance
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
Late Advent Weekday; St. John of Kanty, Priest
8:30AM Charlie Haigh—1st Anniversary
The Mass of Anticipation for 4th Sunday of Advent
4:00PM  Michael Romano—Memorial
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30AM Jeanne Toole—Birthday Remembrance
9:00AM Pat Franzone—21st Anniversary
10:30AM  Dr. John H. Duffy—7th Anniversary
The Nativity of the Lord
4:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Parish
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Dear Parishioners:

It’s Gaudete Sunday, the
Third Sunday of Advent., The
word “gaudete” is derived from
the Latin words “gaudium,” joy,
and “gaudeo,” to rejoice. The
nearness of the feast of
Christmas is the reason for this
great joy. The Latin word
“Gaudete” 1s taken from the
Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice in
the Lord always; again I say,
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is
near.” It is often called Rose
Sunday because of the color of
the vestments.

Advent is the season of
preparing for the arrival of the
Lord Jesus, his first and second
coming. On Gaudete Sunday, we
rejoice that “the Lord is near.”
This year, Advent is particularly
shorter because Christmas falls
on a Monday.

Pope Francis, preaching
on Gaudete Sunday, said: “To
have this joy in preparation for
Christmas, first, pray. Second,
give thanks to the Lord. Third,
think of how we can go to others
to bring unity, peace, and joy.
This is the joy of the Christian.”

We live in a world
preoccupied with happiness, not
joy. Every decision—even the
stupid and sinful—is typically
driven by the idea that whatever
we do leads us to happiness.
There is a good reason: God
wants us to be happy in this life
and the next. Yet, there is a
difference between happiness
and joy.

The Lord doesn’t speak
about happiness. Jesus speaks
only about joy and not simply in
passing. In the Gospel of John,
we hear the words of
Jesus: “These things [ have
spoken to you, that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may

CMusings

be full.” Jesus offers these final
words to his apostles at the Last
Supper before his Passion and
Crucifixion.

A difference between joy
and happiness is that joy is a
fruit of the Holy Spirit.
Happiness is not. In many ways,
happiness depends on us. But
joy, on the other hand, is entirely
different. Joy doesn’t come from
us. Joy isn’t a mere feeling, a
fleeting pleasure, or a
momentary emotional response,
as 1s happiness.

Joy is a fruit of the Holy
Spirit. When the Holy Spirit is
active in  our lives, we
experience joy as well as peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
generosity, self-control, and all
the other fruits of the Holy
Spirit. These are not mere
feelings of pleasure or delight.

Happiness 1s but a
consequence, not a way of being.
Everyone desires to be happy
and hopes that happiness might
be the final goal in life. But
being happy does not lead us
there. After all, we can’t practice
happiness; either we have it or
we don’t. On the other hand, we
can practice joy in our lives
thanks to the Holy Spirit. St.
Pope John Paul II said: “God
made us for joy!”

Let wus celebrate the
coming Feast of Christmas with
joy! It will soon be here, as
Christmas Day is just a week
from this Monday! When
Christmas falls on a Monday, we
joyfully attend Mass twice the
same weekend, once for the
Fourth Sunday of Advent and
then again for Christmas.

Thus, the Masses next
Saturday at 4:00 pm and Sunday
at 7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 10:30
am fulfill the Sunday obligation

©

for the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
While the obligation to attend
Mass on Christmas begins on
Sunday, Christmas Eve, with the
4:00 pm Vigil Mass, preceded by
a concert by our OLM School
Children’s Choir.

The Christmas Mass at
night is at Midnight and is
preceded by a concert by our
OLM Choir and the guest
orchestra. It is always a solemn
and beautiful Mass, so please
join us on Christmas Eve at
11:30 pm for the concert,
followed by Midnight Mass.
Christmas Day Masses are at
7:30am, 9:00am, and 10:30am.
Keep the Mass in Christmas!

These Late Advent Days
are the perfect opportunity to
make a good Confession.
Prepare yourself and your soul to
welcome the  Messiah  at
Christmas. Welcome Him with a
clear conscience and clean heart.
Pope Saint John Paul II said:
“Confession is an act of honesty
and courage - an act of
entrusting ourselves, beyond sin,
to the mercy of a loving and
forgiving God.”

This Monday evening, we
have four priests, including three
Dominican  Friars,  hearing
Confessions from 6:00 pm until
8:00 pm. And next Saturday, two
priests are hearing Confessions
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm. The
forgiveness of our sins by the
Merciful Messiah makes our
Christmas more meaningful and
joyful.

Do good. Be well. God
Bless. “Again, I say rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near!”

Toihe. Moty
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3rd Sunday of Advent
GAUDETE

XA ejmcef
@< The LORD
Rax 18 near!

Thc traditional name for the Third Sunday of

Advent is Gaudete Sunday. The name comes from
Gaudete in Domino semper, Latin for “Rejoice in the Lord
always,” opening words of today’s entrance antiphon
['_hrin'f scriptural text that is usually replaced by an
npcning_ﬁ_ hymn).

Because one of Advent’s tasks is to prepare us for
Christ’s return at the end of time, this season once had
a ]n'nitt'n[i;il quality similar to that of Lent. Gaudete
Sunday with its rose vestments and relaxation of aus-
terities softened the period and gave a glimpse of its
fulfillment just as its counterpart, Laetare Sunday, did
at the midpoint of Lent.

Viewed now as a season of devout and joyful expec-
tation, Advent retains very little of its old penitential
focus, but we stll have the option of using the liturgi
cal color of rose today as we rejoice that Christmas is

neat, and Christ’s second coming is nearer than it was

yesterday.,

| Collection

WEEKIY. ..ot $9,045.00
= ST $5,772.00
Total=$14,817.00
OULICACKH ottt ettt $3,505.00
Retired Religious........ceveeeveveeeevneeee e $3,804.00
Immaculate Conception.......ccceceeveceveeerereevenenen, $2,694.00
Annual Collection (To Date)......cccecevreeerennnee $111,359.00

December 11, 2022
WEEKIY ..ottt e e $27,647.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

Leave a Legacy of Faith for the next
Generation! Remember Our Lady of
Mercy Church in your will or estate.

GRATITUDE

Your Parish Community is

GRATEFUL

for your consistent contributions.

In your charity please pray for the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed especially Els Cardi
whose Mass of Christian Burial was last week.

Rest In Peace
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. OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

N i Y

OLM FAITH FORMATION
UPDATE Weekly Calendar
First Communion Class Schedule eTuesday, December 19: Weekly School Mass at
Sunday, January 7 8:15am; Grades 3-5 Field Trip to the Nutcracker
2024 Confirmation Class Schedule eFriday, December 22: Half-Day with dismissal at
Sunday, December 17 11:30am; No After-School Extended Day; Mid-
Sunday, January 21 dles School Breakfast; Advent Prayer Service

For questions and more information please eDecember 25—January 2: Christmas Vacation

contact Mr. Jeremy Long, Director of Faith .
Formation at 884-4968 or email at Discover the OLM Advantage!

faithformation@olmparish.org www.olmschool.org

Striving to Be Saints & Scholars!

/A )

utreach
_ Upaate iy 6

*OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food items and and her parents, Paul and Marissa.
paper goods for the members of our local community.
Please place all donated items in the box in the
vestibule of Church or the box on the porch of Mercy
House. All food items should be unexpired and non-
perishable. We also are in need of paper goods (paper
towels, napkins). Thank you for your support.

* Christmas Support: Any gift cards to Walmart, Stop &

Beau Alexander Palumbo,
and his parents, Ryan and Lexi.

“Dear brothers and sisters: these children have been
reborn  through Baptism, and are now called
children of God, for so indeed they are. Through
Confirmation they will recerve the fullness of the Holy
Spirit and, approaching the altar of the Lord, they will

Shop and Target are appreciated. Financial donations t share at the table of Sacrifice, and will call upon God
help the needy at Christmas are most welcome. as Father in the midst of the Church.” — The Rite of

*OLM Bereavement Group: Our next meeting is on Baptism
Thursday, December 21, 2023 at 4:00pm in Mercy
House. All those adults experiencing sorrow, grief or

loneliness are most welcome to attend for prayer and pRa(‘y

discussion.

eFor _more information, please contact the OLM I O

Outreach Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or

via email at outreach@olmparish.org pea Ce
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Our LADY OF MERCY CHURCH
EAST GREENWICH, RHODE ISLAND

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

LATEADVENT WEEKDAY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
Advent Confessions 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Four Priests Available

CHRISTMAS NIGHT
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Concert with OLM Choir
& Orchestra at 11:30 PM
Mass of Christmas Night at 12:00 AM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
Advent Confessions 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Tivo Priests Available
Mass of Anticipation at 4:00 PM

CHRISTMAS DAY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day Masses at
7:30 AM, 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30
Confessions at 3:00 PM
Mass of Anticipation at 4:00 PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
Sunday Masses at
7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Sunday Massesat 7:30 AM
9:00 AM & 13:30 AM

THESOLEMNITY OF
THENATIVITY OF THE LORD
CHRISTMAS EVE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Children’s Choir Concert 3:30 PM
Vigil Mass of Christmas at 400 PM

MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024
Mass at 8:30 AM "not a holy day of obligation

Happy and Holy Christmas!

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD*

IJHIVN- '

for Chnsf at Chnshnas’ i

Monday, December 18, 2023

6:00pm until 8:00pm
¥ Four Priests available including Three Dominican Friars
Saturday, December 23, 2023
2:00pm until 4:00pm
Two Priests Available

"The Begining of Good Works is
Confess mn of Evil Works."

t. Augustine

DG i 5
'@ Christmas Confession

MANY CATHOLICS go to confession as part

of their preparation for Christmas. A lot of

people who shop, bake, mail, and party throughout
December know there is a deeper reason for all
this activity. They want to do more than decorate
the house and set the table. They want to prepare
their hearts so that the King of Kings will find

in there a home.

Your parish probably sets aside extra time
for confessions in December. Priests usually hear
individual confessions on Saturday afternoon.

But they gather people for a communal penance
service on some other evening of the week this
time of year. During the week or ten days before
Christmas, you should be able to find confessions
scheduled at your parish or in another one nearby.

As an alternative, you may ask a priest for a
special appointment to hear your confession. Some
people do this if they are not free when the parish
confessions are scheduled, or if they would like to
spend a little more time to confess their sins and
discuss their spiritual life with a priest. Priests are
busy, especially during the week before Christmas,
but they will want to help you if they can.

If Christmas comes, and you still haven’t gone to
confession, it is never too late. The good news is you
can always go. If your experience of Christmas this
year touches your heart; if you are moved by the
spirit of gift-giving by family, friends, and strangers;
if you realize more deeply that God loved you enough
to send you Jesus—then open your heart. See God’s
glory. Acknowledge your weakness. Confess your
sins. And rejoice in the grace of forgiveness.

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Sacraments © 2020
Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.
Written by Paul Turner.

PreRare q
C\Va\g

946 Our Lady of Mercy—6



Residential #g Commercial
Green World
Landscaping, LLC
Complete Landscaping Services
Weekly & Bi-weekly Lawn Maintenance
Spring & Fall Clean-ups - Sod & Seed Lawns

MOSJ Painting
Residential Interior &
Exterior Painting
Decks & Power Washing

Serving East Greenwich &
Surrounding Towns

Tree & Shrub Planting « Shrub Trimming Registered (42328)
Mulching - Aeration dethatching « RR Tile Walls “ Fully Insured
Commercial Snow Plowing

Mr. Malcolm Vakalis, 0.P.

ichardilosta 401-487-4160 paint Hous: ENEEPRERNE)

Free Estimates

& SELLING

Gm.n. Sn.vun & OTHER PREScIOus METALS
OLp, BROKEN, NEWI
INDIVIDUAL coma & COLLECTIONS
PLus MoRre

LOBSTER & SEAFQOD

“Sen T At ™

401-737-5250

www.metrolobsterandseafood.com

1240 Pawtucket Ave, Rumford _ - |,
- 4! F .

HAntorntive
Oil change while you wait
Premier brake & alignment specialists

"Friendliest place in town”
5601 Post Road - 398-8222

Support

BOILER WORKS
Providing Residential
Your & Commercial Services
° in Rhode Island
Commur"ty & Southeastern MA

® EAST WINDS
- DRY CLEANERS

- AND LAUNDRY
4619 Post Road
East Greenwich, RI
Store: 401-884-4866
Office: 401-884-1956
www.eastwindsdrycleaners.com

Septic Sytem - New Repairs - Grading
Boulder Walls - Stone Steps - Drainage Corrections
Mat Olson 401.855.3245
John Olson 401.525.1022

For Gas, Oil and
Steam Systems

401-256- 9249

...and your Church!

0 Hopkin

SPEND |

LOCAL
CatholicMatch.com/dateR]

« Professionally Laundered & Pressed
« Individually Packaged and Labeled in Sets
< Door to Door Delivery

SHOP 1=

0

LOCAL

for thelr support
during the past year!
Your continued support has not gone
unnoticed by your parish community and

is SO appreciated!

Mallory's Army Foundation

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
4 (973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARM Y to

Sponsor a Child, ®:
Change a Life

L,.+
A Small Organization Doing

“ Big Things for the Children of Haiti Eéﬂa@

Jlriuuaiaiaiaiiieaaaaaaaiiiiaiaaaaiaaiiiiiiiiiiaiaggda

P Can $5 a week
change his life?

Providence

®
‘@iﬁ 1‘3\.1

« Property Management Rates Available
« Quality, Reliability, Convenience
Avoid the Hassle and Leave the Linens To Us!

_-||.

A Bcd & Bath Lmul Rmml Service

To Order visit us online at www.LinenDrops.com
coupon code: FREE Delivery (a $20 value)

Relax We’ve Got You Covered

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
DE MIMARRIO A TU MESA

Le.  Dr. Mary Beth
Armstrong
Qetetinaty care for
AT doge, cats, rabbite and
HOSPITAL pocket pets
42 Benefit St., Warwick
401-409-2562 - Accepting new Patients
www.apponauganimalhospital.comj&

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

=
Ty

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Family Owned & Operated

] .I

Condesa

restaurante mexicano

401-828-1005
721 Quaker Lane West
Warwick, RI 02893

www.CondesaRestaurant.com

SANDY LANE
MEAT MARKET
Meats, Deli,

Fruits & Vegetables
Gift Certificates
459 Sandy Ln.
Warwick, RI
401-737-4246

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

\\
o gy
@
ATTENTION COMMERCIAL COMPANIES!!
Contact Jani-King of Rhode Island and get
a quote for all your cleaning needs!
(401) 438-6100
www.janiking.com

« Parking Lots

- Driveways

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Gerry's

Dntsons

X FTETITIFT

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer 401-885-6811

Scan to find out how.

www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org
946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (I)

594 Main St., East Greenwich
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm
Sun/Mon Closed

John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net




Since 1967

a 884-8798

Chef-a-Roni.

Fancy Foods

Featuring regional specialties from Italy,
Germany, Great Britain & Scandinavia
for over a quarter century.

2832 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich

Preschool &
&S %, Child Care Center
» Where every child is made
to feel valued & successful
401-885-PLAY (7529)
6WeeksTo 5 Years
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs
www.playgroundprep.com

[E][e]

Wesson
Constructio

AopiTions * REMODELING V"
Custom CABINETRY
Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503
225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI

401-884-0970

 William J. Riley
PLUMBING -~
& HEATING

101.738.1688

THORPE'S
WINES & SPIRITS

Your Full Service

ELEGANT EVENTS OVERLOOKING

S w Liguor Store
AGANS - _
BanquétRSRale: 1:‘4%T1T—88}21‘E1 100 | 609 Main Street « E. Greenwich

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Total Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Quality Eyewear
5393 Post Road « East Greenwich

www.eastgreenwicheye.com

l!’
==

©
DrRobertMiller

StephanieSchultz
OPTOHETRISTS

s 3 T )

Quidnessett Memorial

Ancherav“

AT GREENWICH

elegance-living.com/senior-living/ri/east-greenwich/achor-bay-at-greenwich

Call Today For a Tour!
Assisted Living and
Memory Support
945 Main St.

East Greenwich RI
401-885-3334

Pre-Planning &

Family Owned & Operated
Pre-Financing Available

for 5 Generations Since 1857

& o [ Ly -
& ==
£l e T

X\
=3 - -
Quinn Funeral Homes in Warwick, Smithfield,
North Kingstown, and West Warwick, RI
Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services

Chirecters Michael E. Quinn e Patrick J. Quinn « Jerome D. Quinn
Christopher P. Quinn « Steven A. DiLorenzo « Chelsea M. Gaudreau

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com 401-738-1977

&% PHIPPSREA

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED {951

“Our Family Helping Yours
Since 1976”
111Main St., East Greenwich
401-884-1030
www.phippsrealty.com

DISCOVER THE
OLM ADVANTAGE

Cemetery
Since 1902
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

401-884-7691
by apppointment

6365 Post Road
North Kingstown, RI
www.qmcemetery.org

The
easons

EAST GREENWICH

An assisted living residence
Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere
House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

5 Saint Elizabeth Way ¢

401.884.9099 « Fax 401.884-7439
www.theseasons.org * A CareLink Partner

CATtHoOLIC « Co-ED
GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
ArLL DAY PRe-K & K

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, RI 02818

Watson

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

Mu]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS © NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE o DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM e STONE VEN EER ¢ BLUESTONE FLAGGING

EAST GREENWICH, RI
401-885-0600

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Coating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,
Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding
Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 ¢ Est. 1950

739-4372

91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Distincive Winbow DesiGns

Don Alieri- Usher/St. Mary's

Hlll‘lternouglas 444Budlong Rd,, Cranston, Rl
Wisew aseiens a1 0090

Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

COURTESY OF JOoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

LitTLE RED HEN

NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN
AGES 3-6 « 67 YRS OF EXCELLENCE
www.LittleRedHenSchool.com

- Jane Ann Conway, Director
401-884-5486

B
\\. %4 // 3580LD FORGERD.
=31~ EAST GREENWICH, RI

/N

RINALDI ROOFING

DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
401-999-2254

rinaldiroofingri.com

BESIGNASTUDTOS

Shop Local for
Religious Cards
CHRISTMAS & EASTER
ITALIAN « THANK YOU
GET WELL * SYMPATHY

Welcome to Our Church!

| iprure inside
| Religious cards
| DISIGNED BY

SHIRLEY MEDICI &
& KRISTINA PETRILLI

MB |

Attention Business Owners
and Generous Parishioners!

Jim Bochiechio will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships
for our bulletin. Please consider advertising in our bulletin.

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad
can be purchased supporting community service organizations.

We need and appreciate your help.

If you are interested or would like more information,

please call Jim directly at (781) 389-2198 email, Jbochiechio@jppc.net
or consult the parish office.

Thank you in advance for your generous support,

and please patronize our advertisers!

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A.

401-884-9222

Ucci, Jr.

946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (B)

www.RIHomesList.com

m .
"'FQquﬂl\X{

FB._AGSHIP ot
\/ & MITA

TEAM—

Mike and Lee Mita
OLM Parents 2020, 21, 24, ‘29

Mike: 401-632-7638
Lee: 401-447-3860

John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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