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Striving to be Saints and Scholars!

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH
DECEMBER 31, 2023

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30

The Mass of Anticipation for the Feast of the Holy Family
4:00PM Gene & Mary Verri—Memorial
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31

The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph
7:30 AM  Bill Daly—Memorial
9:00AM Edward Coleman—Memorial
10:30AM  Antonetta Marzilli & Eileen DiMillio—Memorial
5:00PM Pope Benedict XVI—1st Anniversary

MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024 NEW YEAR’S DAY HOLIDAY

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
8:30AM Walter Mitchell—Memorial

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2

Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church
7:30AM Rose & Ernest Knott—Memorial
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3

Christmas Weekday,; The Most Holy Name of Jesus
7:30AM Joe Zaino & Dec’d of 248th Company B—Mem.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 4

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
7:30AM  Mary Bucci—Memorial
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5

Saint John Neumann, Bishop
7:30AM Edwin & Marie Muth—Memorial
9:00AM Deceased Alumni of OLM School

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

Christmas Weekday; Saint Andre Bessette Religious
8:30AM Thomas Cavanagh—12th Anniversary
The Mass of Anticipation for the Epiphany
4:00PM John P. Ponte—6th Anniversary
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30AM  Frank & Arthur Palermo—Memorial
9:00AM  Erica Clare Rose—9th Anniversary
10:30AM  Arlene Pazienza—2nd Anniversary
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Parish
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Dear Parishioners:

Monday is the Solemnity
of Mary, the Mother of God. It is
usually a Holy Day of
Obligation. However, as it falls
on a Monday this year, we are
not obligated to attend Mass. So,
on New Year's Day, there is only
one Mass at 8:30am.

While not obligated to
attend Mass this year on New
Year's Day, we should try to
attend anyway. I can think of no
better way to begin a New Year
than coming to Holy Mass and
bringing our gratitude, hopes,
and resolutions to Jesus, who is
truly present in the Eucharist!

As we welcome a new
year and say farewell to the old
year, we thank God. A Catholic
Tradition is to sing or pray
the Te Deum hymn in
thanksgiving to God for his
blessings for the past year. It has
been sung on special occasions
by Christians for centuries.

The name comes from the
hymn's first words in the original
Latin: Te Deum laudamus ("You
are God, we praise you"). It can
be chanted or prayed silently.
Ring in 2024 Catholic style by
singing and praying the Te
Deum!

As we give thanks and
praise to Almighty God for the
blessings of 2023, we also offer
our thanks to the many people
who made Christmas so glorious
and joyous at Our Lady of
Mercy. Our celebration of the
Nativity of the Lord was solemn,
prayerful, and joyful.

Our parish and school
staff are to be thanked for all
their work for Christmas and
during the last year. Their
service to our parish and school
is exemplary, and we are blessed
to have such good people. I

CMusings

thank them for their dedication.

Paul Anderson and our
OLM Maintenance Crew worked
hard preparing for Christmas.
They set up trees and creches,
hung wreaths, stringed lights,
moved boxes, polished floors,
and ensured the entire Church
physical plant was ready for the
birth of our Savior.

Our Church, from the
creche to the choir loft, was so
stunningly beautiful for the birth
of the Savior at Christmas! We
thank the band of decorators who
joyfully work so hard to bring
the beauty of Christmas to life in
our Church.

Our good Franciscan
Sisters and Sacristans prepared
all the sacred wvessels, altar
cloths, altar server garments, and
vestments. They cleaned,
polished, starched, ironed, and
pressed with joy. We thank them
for their dedication to our parish
and devotion to the Lord.

We thank our Music
Director, Henri St. Louis, the
OLM Choir, and the guest
musicians who provided majestic
music for Christmas, especially
at the Midnight Mass. Also, we
thank Shirley Medici and the
OLM Children's Choir, who
provided such joyous music for
the Christmas Vigil Mass.

Our Altar Servers served
reverently at all the Masses on
Christmas. Some stayed up
beyond their bedtime to serve the
beautiful Midnight Mass. Others
awakened very early to serve at
7:30am Mass on Christmas Day.
We also had a team of veteran
Altar Servers home from college
who expertly served! In your
name, [ thank them, especially
our OLM Master of Ceremonies,
Erik Carlson, and our OLM
Seminarian, David DelBonis,

©

who make everything run

smoothly, reverently, and
solemnly.
We thank our many

Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion, and Ushers
who provide such devoted
service to our parish at
Christmas and throughout the
year. They helped our Christmas
worship of the Christ Child and
deserve our thanks and praise.

Finally, I thank you,
OLM's good and faithful
parishioners, for your abundant
charity, support, kindness, and
generosity. Your faith in the
Lord is an inspirational witness
and a sign of our parish's vibrant
life and living faith. 1 offer my
deep gratitude to you. And offer
my praise and gratitude to
Almighty God for the unique
privilege and abundant joy of
serving as your parish priest .

In the name of my brother
priests, Father Mahoney and
Father Connors, 1 thank the
many parishioners who were so
generous to us, the parish, and
especially the poor and needy
this Christmas. We also offer our
thanks for the many beautiful
cards and sincere greetings,
delicious food and tasty treats,
and the most generous and
thoughtful personal gifts given at
Christmas. Be assured of our
gratitude and continued prayers.

We wish you a Happy,
Healthy, and Holy New Year in
2024! May Almighty God bless
you and your family in the New
Year with his choicest Blessings!
Be well. Do good. God Bless! Te
Deum laudamus !

“Fathe.
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@ﬁ' January 1: Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

JANUARY 1 is New Year’s Day to most of the world,
but in the Catholic Church, it is also the Solemnity
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. This is a relatively
new title for the day. Older Catholics will remem-
ber that we used to call January 1 the Feast of

the Circumcision.

Circumcision may not seem like much to have
a feast about, but the day commemorated an event
in the life of Jesus, just as we have days for his
Conception, Birth, Presentation in the Temple,
Baptism, Transfiguration, Death, and Resurrection.
Luke specifically mentions the circumcision of
Jesus (2:21). It took place, according to the custom,
on the eighth day after his birth. That is why the
feast commemorating the event fell on the eighth
day of Christmas. It just happened to be New Year's
Day. The same passage from Luke says Jesus then
received his name.

That is why the old calendar celebrated the Most
Holy Name of Jesus on the Sunday between the
Feasts of the Circumcision and the Epiphany. If no
Sunday intervened, the feast occurred on January 2.
It is now an optional memorial on January 3.

In present times, the Gospel passage for January
1 still refers to the circumcision, but the new title
for the feast seems to have another verse in mind,
Luke 2:19. There we hear that Mary treasured all
the things that happened and the words that were
said and pondered them in her heart. On the octave
day of the birth of Jesus, we celebrate Mary, who
bore him.

On January 1, we are also expected to pray
for world peace. In the United States, this day is
a holyday of obligation unless it falls on a Monday
or a Saturday.

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: The Liturgical Year © 2020

Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.
Written by Paul Turner.

WEEKIY ..ottt e $11,690.00

Y S [P RRPP 56,159.00
Total=$17,849.00

OULTCACKH et en e $297.00
Annual Collection (To Date)......cccceeevveeerenene. $128,484.00
December 18, 2022
WEEKIY. ..ot e $14,991.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

(g )

Leave a Legacy of Faith for the next
Generation! Remember Our Lady of
Mercy Church in your will or estate.

The Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God on January 1st
is not a Holy Day of Obligation
this year as it falls on a Monday.

NEW YEAR'S HOLIDAY
MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024
MASS AT 8:30AM ONLY
CONFESSIONS AT 6:00PM
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED
FOR THE HOLIDAY.

S, Holy Mary,
S,, Mother of God,
pray for us.

x Y
<

o
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. OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951
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OLM FAITH FORMATION

UPDATE

Striving to Be Saints & Scholars!

First Communion Class Schedule

January 7: Class Weekly Calendar
February 4: Class. Children and Parents to attend. *Wednesda sEy e Clrnalies  Eisalk

2024 Confirmation Class Schedule ends and School Resumes

Sunday, J 21 - : :
uneay, Jantary *Friday, January 5: First Friday Mass 9:00 am

For questions and more information please
contact Mr. Jeremy Long, Director of Faith
Formation at 884-4968 or email at
faithformation@olmparish.org

(. )

utreach
Update

*OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food items
and paper goods for the members of our local
community. Please place all donated items in the
box in the vestibule of Church or the box on the
porch of Mercy House. All food items should be
unexpired and non-perishable. We also are in need
of paper goods (paper towels, napkins). Thank you

We offer our prayers and
best wishes to Father Ryan
W. Connors who has been
appointed as the new
Rector of Our Lady of
Providence Seminary by
Bishop Henning. Father
Connors formerly served as
Associate Pastor at OLM.
He has been a resident

for your support. priest at OLM while studying
*OLM Bereavement Group: Our next meeting is on at the Angelicum University in Rome for his
Thursday, January 4, 2024 at 4:00pm in Mercy Doctorate in Moral Theology and then over the last
House. All those adults experiencing sorrow, grief few years while serving as the Dean of Men and a

Professor of Moral Theology at St. John’s Seminary in
Boston. Father begins his new assignment as Rector
of OLP Seminary in the Fall of 2024. Please pray for
him as he takes up the important work of forming the
future priests of our diocese. Ad multos annos!

or loneliness are most welcome to attend for
prayer and discussion.

eFor more information, please contact the OLM
Outreach Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or
via email at outreach@olmparish.org
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LMPrayer Chain.

Our Lady of Mercy Parish invites you to join our
active Prayer Chain. The power of prayer is
tremendous and many successful results have been
reported back. Anyone wishing to join the Prayer
Chain as a caller, or simply as one who prays for
others and their intentions, please call Mary Hart at
884-5629 or email directly to
2hart@cox.net. If you know someone in need
of prayers due to illness, infirmity, surgery,
hospitalization or any serious reason please call us!

The power of prayer at work!

Pray for Peace in
the Holgyal,andn

|
% Fwns

i e _“.

A BLESSED New YEAR To You!

DURING THIS NEw YEAR,

| RESOLVE To BE4IN A NEw LIFE.
| Do NoT KNow,

WHAT WILL HAPPEN To ME,
DURING THIS YEAR.

BUT | ABANDON MYSELF

- AND MY ASPIRATIONS

=<2 AND ALL MY AFFE(TIONS,
=7 WILL BE FoR You.

| FEEL So WEAK,

DEAR JESVS

BUT WITH YoUR HELP,

| HOPE AND RESOLVE,

To LIVE A DIFFERENT LIFE,
THAT IS, A LIFE (LoSER To You.

ST GEMMA GALGANI
(1833-1903)

4’}17/,?,1» 7/ 20

“When you look at the crucifix, you understand how
much Jesus loved you then. When you look at the Sacred
Host, you understand how much Jesus loves you now.”
-St Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Friday, January 5, 2024
Exposition at 12:00 PM
Adoration All-Afternoon
Benediction at 6:00 PM
Adorers are needed. Sign up online

946 Our Lady of Mercy—6




Residential #g Commercial
Green World
Landscaping, LLC
Complete Landscaping Services
Weekly & Bi-weekly Lawn Maintenance
Spring & Fall Clean-ups - Sod & Seed Lawns
Tree & Shrub Planting - Shrub Trimming
Mulching - Aeration dethatching « RR Tile Walls
Commercial Snow Plowing
Richard A. Costa
Free Estimates

MOSJ Painting
Residential Interior &
Exterior Painting
Decks & Power Washing

Serving East Greenwich &
Surrounding Towns

Registered (42328)
Fully Insured

H“l"“ Mr. Malcolm Vakalis, 0.P.

401-487-4160 paint Hous: NN EPRERNE)

LOBSTER & SEAFQOD

“Sen T At ™

401-737-5250

www.metrolobsterandseafood.com

@ Appstore

Septic Sytem - New Repairs - Grading
Boulder Walls - Stone Steps - Drainage Corrections
Mat Olson 401.855.3245
John Olson 401.525.1022

Your continued support has not gone
unnoticed by your parish community and
is SO appreciated!

Mallory's Army Foundation

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com

4 (973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARM Y to

HAntorntive
Oil change while you wait
Premier brake & alignment specialists

"Friendliest place in town”
5601 Post Road - 398-8222

Support
Your

Community
...and your Church!

SHOP 9 LOCAL

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

« Parking Lots

- Driveways

SPEND &

& SELLING

Gm.n. Sn.vun & o'rn!n Prescious MEeTALS
OLp, BROKEN, NEWI
INDIVIDUAL coma & COLLECTIONS
PLus MoRre

1240 Pawtucket Ave, Rumford _

BOILER WORKS
Providing Residential
& Commercial Services
in Rhode Island
& Southeastern MA
For Gas, Oil and
Steam Systems

401-256- 9249

0 Hopkin

« Professionally Laundered & Pressed

« Individually Packaged and Labeled in Sets
< Door to Door Delivery

« Property Management Rates Available

« Quality, Reliability, Convenience

Avoid the Hassle and Leave the Linens To Us!

A Bcd & Bat/l Lmul erml S(r’\u(

To Order visit us online at www.LinenDrops.com
coupon code: FREE Delivery (a $20 value)

Relax We’ve Got You Covered

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
DE MIMARRIO A TU MESA

) Serving Lunch & Dinner
Family Owned & Operated

Condesa

restaurante mexicano

401-828-1005
721 Quaker Lane West
Warwick, RI 02893

www.CondesaRestaurant.com

SANDY LANE
MEAT MARKET
Meats, Deli,

Fruits & Vegetables
Gift Certificates
459 Sandy Ln.
Warwick, RI
401-737-4246

ATTENTION COMMERCIAL COMPANIES!!
Contact Jani-King of Rhode Island and get
a quote for all your cleaning needs!

(401) 438-6100
www.janiking.com

Sponsor a Child, ®:
Change a Life

L,.+
A Small Organization Doing

“ Big Things for the Children of Haiti Eéﬂa@

Jlriuuaiaiaiaiiieaaaaaaaiiiiaiaaaaiaaiiiiiiiiiiaiaggda

P Can $5 a week
change his life?

®
‘@iﬁ 1‘3\.1

Providence

Scan to find out how.
www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLU

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

NTEER

Gerry's

Dntsons

X FTETITIFT

401-885-6811
594 Main St., East Greenwich
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm
Sun/Mon Closed

946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (I)
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Since 1967

a 884-8798

Chef-a-Roni.

Fancy Foods

Featuring regional specialties from Italy,
Germany, Great Britain & Scandinavia
for over a quarter century.

2832 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich

Preschool &
&S %, Child Care Center
» Where every child is made
to feel valued & successful
401-885-PLAY (7529)
6WeeksTo 5 Years
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs
www.playgroundprep.com

[E][e]

Wesson
Constructio

AopiTions * REMODELING V"
Custom CABINETRY
Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503
225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI

401-884-0970

 William J. Riley
PLUMBING -~
& HEATING

101.738.1688

THORPE'S
WINES & SPIRITS

Your Full Service

ELEGANT EVENTS OVERLOOKING

S w Liguor Store
AGANS - _
BanquétRSRale: 1:‘4%T1T—88}21‘E1 100 | 609 Main Street « E. Greenwich

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Total Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Quality Eyewear
5393 Post Road « East Greenwich

www.eastgreenwicheye.com

l!’
==

©
DrRobertMiller

StephanieSchultz
OPTOHETRISTS

s 3 T )

Quidnessett Memorial

Ancherav“

AT GREENWICH

elegance-living.com/senior-living/ri/east-greenwich/achor-bay-at-greenwich

Call Today For a Tour!
Assisted Living and
Memory Support
945 Main St.

East Greenwich RI
401-885-3334

Pre-Planning &

Family Owned & Operated
Pre-Financing Available

for 5 Generations Since 1857

& o [ Ly -
& ==
£l e T

X\
=3 - -
Quinn Funeral Homes in Warwick, Smithfield,
North Kingstown, and West Warwick, RI
Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services

Chirecters Michael E. Quinn e Patrick J. Quinn « Jerome D. Quinn
Christopher P. Quinn « Steven A. DiLorenzo « Chelsea M. Gaudreau

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com 401-738-1977

&% PHIPPSREA

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED {951

“Our Family Helping Yours
Since 1976”
111Main St., East Greenwich
401-884-1030
www.phippsrealty.com

DISCOVER THE
OLM ADVANTAGE

Cemetery
Since 1902
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

401-884-7691
by apppointment

6365 Post Road
North Kingstown, RI
www.qmcemetery.org

The
easons

EAST GREENWICH

An assisted living residence
Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere
House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

5 Saint Elizabeth Way ¢

401.884.9099 « Fax 401.884-7439
www.theseasons.org * A CareLink Partner

CATtHoOLIC « Co-ED
GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
ArLL DAY PRe-K & K

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, RI 02818

Watson

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

Mu]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS o NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE e DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM e STONE VEN EER ¢ BLUESTONE FLAGGING

EAST GREENWICH, RI
401-885-0600

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Coating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,
Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding
Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 ¢ Est. 1950

739-4372

91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Distincive Winbow DesiGns

Don Alieri- Usher/St. Mary's

Hlll‘lternouglas 444Budlong Rd,, Cranston, Rl
Wisew aseiens a1 0090

Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

COURTESY OF JOoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

LitTLE RED HEN

NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN
AGES 3-6 « 67 YRS OF EXCELLENCE
www.LittleRedHenSchool.com

- Jane Ann Conway, Director
401-884-5486

B
\\. %4 // 3580LD FORGERD.
=31~ EAST GREENWICH, RI

/N

RINALDI ROOFING

DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
401-999-2254

rinaldiroofingri.com

BESIGNASTUDTOS

Shop Local for
Religious Cards
CHRISTMAS & EASTER
ITALIAN « THANK YOU
GET WELL * SYMPATHY

Welcome to Our Church!

| iprure inside
| Religious cards
| DISIGNED BY

SHIRLEY MEDICI &
& KRISTINA PETRILLI

MB |

Attention Business Owners
and Generous Parishioners!

Jim Bochiechio will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships
for our bulletin. Please consider advertising in our bulletin.

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad
can be purchased supporting community service organizations.

We need and appreciate your help.

If you are interested or would like more information,

please call Jim directly at (781) 389-2198 email, Jbochiechio@jppc.net
or consult the parish office.

Thank you in advance for your generous support,

and please patronize our advertisers!

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A.

401-884-9222

Ucci, Jr.

946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (B)

www.RIHomesList.com

m .
"'FQquﬂl\X{

FB._AGSHIP ot
\/ & MITA

TEAM—

Mike and Lee Mita
OLM Parents 2020, 21, 24, ‘29

Mike: 401-632-7638
Lee: 401-447-3860

John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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