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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
JANUARY 7, 2024

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

The Mass of Anticipation for the Epiphany of the Lord
4:00PM John P. Ponte—6th Anniversary
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 AM  Frank & Arthur Palermo—Memorial
9:00AM  Erica Clare Rose—9th Anniversary
10:30AM  Arlene Pazienza—2nd Anniversary
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Parish

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
The Baptism of the Lord
8:30AM Lillian E. Healey—100th Birthday Remembrance

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9
Weekday

7:30AM  Special Intention
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
Weekday

7:30AM  Marie Franzone—Memorial
THURSDAY, JANUARY 11
Weekday

7:30AM Don Boyle—Memorial
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12
Weekday

7:30AM John Gardner—Memorial

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13

Weekday; Saint Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church; BVM
8:30AM Ryan Casey—Memorial

The Mass of Anticipation for the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00PM  Roland, Susan & Michael Dumont and David Moore— Mem.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30AM Bill Daly—Memorial
9:00AM John J. Carne—2nd Anniversary
10:30AM  Jack Donnelly—Memorial
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
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Dear Parishioners:

We've all heard the
Christmas carol "Twelve Days of
Christmas."  Why  someone
would give someone 23 separate
birds, a pear tree, and the
services of 50 people over 12
days is unclear to me. Yet there
is a liturgical precedent for
claiming that Christmas is 12
days long.

Twelve days after
Christmas is the feast of the
Epiphany. This day marks when
the magi encountered Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph and gave Jesus
the gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. "Epiphany" is a word
that means manifestation. The
"Epiphany of the Lord" is Jesus'
manifestation not only to the
three Magi from the East but it's
also a manifestation of Christ to
the whole world.

These Magi, traveling
from a foreign land, reveal that
Jesus came for all people, and all
are called to adore Him. The
Magi were "wise men" who
studied the stars and understood
that a Messiah was coming. God
used what they were familiar
with to call them to adore Christ.
He used a star. They understood
astrology, and when they saw
this new and unique star over

Bethlehem, they realized
something special was
happening.

And yet, what a mystery
that the Epiphany of God — his
manifestation — is found in a
tiny infant. The Magi bring the
gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh for the newborn child. St.
Irenacus says that the gifts
signify the mystery of the
Incarnate Word (God who has
become man): gold, a symbol of
royalty, represents his kingship;
frankincense, used in worship,

CMusings

points to his divinity; and myrrh
represents his humanity,
particularly in his passion and
death.

Pope Benedict XVI, in a
homily on the Epiphany, said:
"The Magi worshipped a simple
Child in the arms of his Mother
Mary because in him they
recognized the source of the
twofold light that had guided
them: the light of the star and the
light of the Scriptures. In him
they recognized the King of the
Jews, the glory of Israel, but also
the King of all the peoples."

The Church has
traditionally announced the date
of Easter and other moveable
feasts on the Epiphany. This
tradition dates from a time when
calendars were not readily
available. It was necessary to
make the date of Easter known
in advance since  many
celebrations of the liturgical year
depend on its date. The number
of  Sundays that follow
Epiphany, the date of Ash
Wednesday, and the number of
Sundays that follow Pentecost
are all computed in relation to
Easter.

Although calendars now
give the date of Easter and the
other feasts in the liturgical year
many years in advance, the
Epiphany proclamation still has
value. It is a reminder of the
centrality of the resurrection of
the Lord in the liturgical year
and the importance of the great
mysteries of faith, which are
celebrated each year.

For the Year 2024, Ash
Wednesday is February 14,
Easter is March 31, Ascension is
May 9, Pentecost is May 19,
Corpus Christi is June 2, and the
First Sunday of Advent is
December 1. While Lent and

©

Easter are early this year, they
are not the earliest. In fact, the
earliest date Lent can start is
February 4, with Easter falling
on March 22. The latest date
Lent can start is March 10, with
Easter being celebrated on April
25.

Speaking of calendars, I
wish to thank Deborah A.
Runshe and Betsy M. Harris of
the Hill Funeral Home for once
again generously sponsoring our
beautiful 2024 parish calendars.
These calendars were put out last
weekend to be taken home.

The new electronic front
door of the Church is now
completely installed and working
well. Large buttons can be
pressed, which automatically
open the door from the inside
and outside. We hope the
electronic door in the Candle
Room entrance and the new
interior doors are soon fully
installed. I hope these handicap-
accessible doors are a help to
those who need them.

Monday is the Feast of
the Baptism of the Lord and the
end of the Christmas Season.
The Church calendar returns to
Ordinary Time with its green
vestments.  Ordinary  Time
continues until Tuesday before
Ash Wednesday.

Christmas may be over,
and the beautiful decorations put

away until next year. But
remember what St. Mother
Teresa once said: "It s

Christmas every time you let
God love others through you."
Be well. Do good. God Bless!

CoN
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'@:' Epiphany on Sunday

ON MANY calendars, Epiphany falls on January 6,
but the Catholic Church in the United States
celebrates it on whatever date Sunday falls during
the week of January 2.

Epiphany means “manifestation,” and it celebrates
the day that the infant Jesus revealed his divinity
to the Magi. Traditionally, this event is connected
with two others from the Gospels: the Baptism
of Jesus and the Wedding at Cana. In all these
events, the mystery of Christ became more manifest.
The Magi, coming from the East, signify that gentile
nations—not just Jewish nations—were coming to
recognize Jesus as the savior of the world.

The Bible does not indicate on what day the magi
visited—nor, for that matter, on what day Jesus
was born. January 6 was probably chosen for this
observance as an alternative for early Christians
living in a culture where pagans already commem-
orated the birth of a sun god on the same day.

The day, the twelfth day of Christmas, gave rise to a
host of customs, as well as a popular Christmas carol.

The biblical event is so important that the Catholic
Church lists Epiphany among the solemnities that
may be designated holydays of obligation. Episcopal
conferences determine local holydays, and in the
United States, January 6 was never included. In any
country where Epiphany is not a holyday of obliga-
tion, the observance moves to a Sunday so that it
may be celebrated by the entire Catholic community.

The transfer of Epiphany to a Sunday has the
disadvantage of dividing the celebration among
various Christian Churches of the world, but the
advantage of helping the entire Catholic community
proclaim and celebrate the meaning of coming
of Christ.
Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: The Liturgical Year © 2020

Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.
Written by Paul Turner.

O ise O) Ve (Sl « Seeke k%'/”

WEEKIY ..ottt e $11,690.00

L [T RPRRPRTPIN 56.159.00
Total=517,849.00

OULTCACKH ot $927.00
December 18, 2022
Weekly....ocoooeeerevernns $14,991.00
December 24, 2023
WEEKIY ..ottt e e $10,267.00

Y S TP §4z563.00
Total=514,830.00

OULTCACKH et $542.00
Annual Collection (To Date)......cccceevreeernnee $132,684.00
CRFISEMAS ettt eee s $22,391.00
December 25, 2022
Weekly.....ooveeveeeeierrvienne, $19,316.00
Christmas.....ccceveeeeereeeernenns $15,151.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

g )

Leave a Legacy of Faith for the next
Generation! Remember Our Lady of
Mercy Church in your will or estate.

_Second Collections
This Week: Building & Grounds
Next Week: The Church in Latin America

v
v

| f ‘ 4! PO 4 P4 ‘ % |
THAWR. You Tor Uour CoREriOution - 010) andt Small
U |
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OLM FAITH FORMATION

UPDATE

First Communion Class Schedule

January 7: Class
February 4: Class. Children and Parents to attend.

2024 Confirmation Class Schedule
Sunday, January 21

For questions and more information please
contact Mr. Jeremy Long, Director of Faith
Formation at 884-4968 or email at
faithformation@olmparish.org

(. )

utreach
_ Upaate

*OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food items
and paper goods for the members of our local
community. Please place all donated items in the
box in the vestibule of Church or the box on the
porch of Mercy House. All food items should be
unexpired and non-perishable. We also are in need
of paper goods (paper towels, napkins). Thank you
for your support.

*OLM Bereavement Group: Our next meeting is on
Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 4:00pm in Mercy
House. All those adults experiencing sorrow, grief
or loneliness are most welcome to attend for
prayer and discussion.

eFor more information, please contact the OLM
Outreach Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or
via email at outreach@olmparish.org

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

T

Striving to Be Saints & Scholars!

Weekly Calendar
*Monday, January 8: Chess

Connections begins

*Tuesday, January 9: Weekly OLM School
Mass at 8:15am

Master

Diocese of Providence Pilgrimage to
the National Eucharistic Congress

Join the Diocese of Providence as we journey to the
first Eucharistic Congress in 83 years! The price
includes transportation to and from Indianapolis,
with local transportation to and from the Congress,
5 nights at the hotel, and the cost of admission to
each day of the Congress!

After registering, you will be contacted directly by
Paige Bertuch, coordinator of our diocesan
participation in congress, so she may help you with
your room assignment. It is helpful if you indicated
on your registration form who you would like to
room with (rooms are single through quad
occupancy). However, if you chose double, triple, or
guad occupancy and are not sure who you want to
room with, that is okay. Paige will be in contact
with you. Registrations are first come, first served

m‘ NATIONAL

Eucharistic
Congress

JULY 17-21,2024 | INDIANAPOLIS, IN

946 Our Lady of Mercy—4



What are you doing, © Magi
Po you Adore a Little Babe, in a Wretched Hovel,
Wrapped in miserable Rags?
€an this €hild be Truly God? .
Are you become Foolish, © Wise Men .
Yes, these Wise Mien have become Fools
that they may be Wisel

St Bernard
(1090-1153)
Father and Doctor
of the Church

Prayer Book
of Intentions

A book in which your prayer intentions can be written has
been placed in the OLM Candle Room. Please feel free to
list those intentions and needs you would like to be
remembered in prayer. Weekly on Fridays at 3:00pm all
the intentions in the book are remembered at the Divine
Mercy Chaplet.

@- Epiphany Chalk

SOME CHRISTIANS bless their homes on Epiphany
each year. With chalk, they write an inscription on
the inside lintel above the front door. The series of
numbers, letters, and crosses changes only slightly
from year to year. For example, at the start of the
year 2018, the line read as follows: 20+C+M+B+18.

The four digits designating the New Year appear
at the beginning and end of the line. In 2010, for
example, the last number would have been 10.
Because Epiphany comes so near the beginning
of the New Year, the numbers represent an annual
renewal of God’s blessing.

The letters have two meanings. They are the
initials of the traditional names of the Magi: Caspar,
Melchior, and Balthasar. They also abbreviate the
Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May
Christ bless the house.” The letters recall the day
on which the inscription is made, as well as the
purpose of blessing.

The crosses represent Christ, whom we invoke,
and the saintliness of the Magi. The inscription
is made above the front door, so that all who enter
and depart this year may enjoy God’s blessing.

The month of January still bears the name of
the Roman god Janus, the doorkeeper of heaven
and patron of the beginning and end of things.
This blessing adds a Christian dimension to
the traditional observance of the first month.

The inscription is made of chalk, a product of clay,
which recalls the human nature taken by God’s
eternal Word in this holy season.

If you want to bless your home this Epiphany;,
read the opening verses of John's Gospel, pray
the Lord’s Prayer, then write the inscription for
this year above your front door with chalk.

Bulletin Inserts for the Lituraical Life of the Parish: Devotions and Customs

© 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights
reserved. Written by Paul Turner.

Divine Mercy Chaplet

Join us each Friday at 3:00PM as we pray the
Divine Mercy Chaplet before the Our Lady of
Mercy Altar and Shrine.

pPray,
For
peace
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Residential #g Commercial
Green World
Landscaping, LLC
Complete Landscaping Services

MOSJ Painting
Residential Interior &
Exterior Painting
Decks & Power Washing

Serving East Greenwich &
Surrounding Towns

Weekly & Bi-weekly Lawn Maintenance
Spring & Fall Clean-ups - Sod & Seed Lawns

Tree & Shrub Planting « Shrub Trimming Registered (42328)
Mulching - Aeration dethatching « RR Tile Walls “ Fully Insured
Commercial Snow Plowing

Mr. Malcolm Vakalis, 0.P.

ichardilosta 401-487-4160 paint Hous: ENEEPRERNE)

Free Estimates

LOBSTER & SEAFQOD

“Sen T At ™

401-737-5250

www.metrolobsterandseafood.com

& SELLING

Gm.n. Sn.vun & OTHER PREScIOus METALS
OLp, BROKEN, NEWI
INDIVIDUAL coma & COLLECTIONS
PLus MoRre

__T_UWN LINE

EWINE lﬁr
Best quuor Store in East Greenw:ch for
Fine Wine, Beer, and Spirits
401-884-7517
5782 Post Road, East Greenwich, RI 02818
www.TownlineRl.com

1240 Pawtucket Ave, Rumford _ - |,
- 4! F .

Septic Sytem - New Repairs - Grading
Boulder Walls - Stone Steps - Drainage Corrections
Mat Olson 401.855.3245
John Olson 401.525.1022

Oil change while you wait
Premier brake & alignment specialists
"Friendliest place in town”

for thelr support
during the past year!
Your continued support has not gone
unnoticed by your parish community and

is SO appreciated!

Mallory's Army Foundation

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com

4 (973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARM Y to

Sponsor a Child, ®:
Change a Life

L,.+
A Small Organization Doing

“ Big Things for the Children of Haiti Eéﬂa@

prriuururairiuripeapiiaiairgirgaiiiiaiiiiiiigigL...dA
b
Can $5 a week
(3 (3
change his life?

Providence

®
‘@iﬁ 1‘3\.1

Scan to find out how.

www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org
946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (I)

Support
Your

Community
...and your Church!

SHOP 1=

0

LOCAL

LOCAL

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

« Parking Lots

- Driveways

SPEND |

BOILER WORKS
Providing Residential
& Commercial Services
in Rhode Island
& Southeastern MA
For Gas, Oil and
Steam Systems

401-256- 9249

0 Hopkin

« Professionally Laundered & Pressed

« Individually Packaged and Labeled in Sets

< Door to Door Delivery

« Property Management Rates Available

« Quality, Reliability, Convenience

Avoid the Hassle and Leave the Linens To Us!

_-||.

A Bcd & Bath Lmul Rmml Service

To Order visit us online at www.LinenDrops.com
coupon code: FREE Delivery (a $20 value)

Relax We’ve Got You Covered

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
DE MIMARRIO A TU MESA

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Family Owned & Operated

] .I

Condesa

restaurante mexicano

401-828-1005
721 Quaker Lane West
Warwick, RI 02893

www.CondesaRestaurant.com

SANDY LANE
MEAT MARKET
Meats, Deli,

Fruits & Vegetables
Gift Certificates
459 Sandy Ln.
Warwick, RI
401-737-4246

\\
o gy
@
ATTENTION COMMERCIAL COMPANIES!!
Contact Jani-King of Rhode Island and get
a quote for all your cleaning needs!
(401) 438-6100
www.janiking.com

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLU

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

NTEER

Gerry's

Dntsons 1w

X FITTTTTFITF
401-885-6811
594 Main St., East Greenwich

Tues-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm
Sun/Mon Closed

John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net



Since 1967

a 884-8798

Chef-a-Roni.

Fancy Foods

Featuring regional specialties from Italy,
Germany, Great Britain & Scandinavia
for over a quarter century.

2832 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich

Preschool &
&S %, Child Care Center
» Where every child is made
to feel valued & successful
401-885-PLAY (7529)
6WeeksTo 5 Years
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs
www.playgroundprep.com

[E][e]

Wesson
Constructio

AopiTions * REMODELING V"
Custom CABINETRY
Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503
225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI

401-884-0970

 William J. Riley
PLUMBING -~
& HEATING

101.738.1688

THORPE'S
WINES & SPIRITS

Your Full Service

ELEGANT EVENTS OVERLOOKING

S w Liguor Store
AGANS - _
BanquétRSRale: 1:‘4%T1T—88}21‘E1 100 | 609 Main Street « E. Greenwich

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Total Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Quality Eyewear
5393 Post Road « East Greenwich

www.eastgreenwicheye.com

l!’
==

©
DrRobertMiller

StephanieSchultz
OPTOHETRISTS

s 3 T )

Quidnessett Memorial

Ancherav“

AT GREENWICH

elegance-living.com/senior-living/ri/east-greenwich/achor-bay-at-greenwich

Call Today For a Tour!
Assisted Living and
Memory Support
945 Main St.

East Greenwich RI
401-885-3334

Pre-Planning &

Family Owned & Operated
Pre-Financing Available

for 5 Generations Since 1857

& o [ Ly -
& ==
£l e T

X\
=3 - -
Quinn Funeral Homes in Warwick, Smithfield,
North Kingstown, and West Warwick, RI
Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services

Chirecters Michael E. Quinn e Patrick J. Quinn « Jerome D. Quinn
Christopher P. Quinn « Steven A. DiLorenzo « Chelsea M. Gaudreau

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com 401-738-1977

&% PHIPPSREA

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED {951

“Our Family Helping Yours
Since 1976”
111Main St., East Greenwich
401-884-1030
www.phippsrealty.com

DISCOVER THE
OLM ADVANTAGE

Cemetery
Since 1902
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

401-884-7691
by apppointment

6365 Post Road
North Kingstown, RI
www.qmcemetery.org

The
easons

EAST GREENWICH

An assisted living residence
Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere
House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

5 Saint Elizabeth Way ¢

401.884.9099 « Fax 401.884-7439
www.theseasons.org * A CareLink Partner

CATtHoOLIC « Co-ED
GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
ArLL DAY PRe-K & K

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, RI 02818

Watson

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

Mu]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS o NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE e DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM e STONE VEN EER ¢ BLUESTONE FLAGGING

EAST GREENWICH, RI
401-885-0600

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Coating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,
Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding
Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 ¢ Est. 1950

739-4372

91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Distincive Winbow DesiGns

Don Alieri- Usher/St. Mary's

Hlll‘lternouglas 444Budlong Rd,, Cranston, Rl
Wisew aseiens a1 0090

Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

COURTESY OF JOoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

LitTLE RED HEN

NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN
AGES 3-6 « 67 YRS OF EXCELLENCE
www.LittleRedHenSchool.com

- Jane Ann Conway, Director
401-884-5486

B
\\. %4 // 3580LD FORGERD.
=31~ EAST GREENWICH, RI

/N

RINALDI ROOFING

DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
401-999-2254

rinaldiroofingri.com

BESIGNASTUDTOS

Shop Local for
Religious Cards
CHRISTMAS & EASTER
ITALIAN « THANK YOU
GET WELL * SYMPATHY

Welcome to Our Church!

| iprure inside
| Religious cards
| DISIGNED BY

SHIRLEY MEDICI &
& KRISTINA PETRILLI

MB |

Attention Business Owners
and Generous Parishioners!

Jim Bochiechio will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships
for our bulletin. Please consider advertising in our bulletin.

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad
can be purchased supporting community service organizations.

We need and appreciate your help.

If you are interested or would like more information,

please call Jim directly at (781) 389-2198 email, Jbochiechio@jppc.net
or consult the parish office.

Thank you in advance for your generous support,

and please patronize our advertisers!

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A.

401-884-9222

Ucci, Jr.

946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (B)

www.RIHomesList.com

m .
"'FQquﬂl\X{

FB._AGSHIP ot
\/ & MITA

TEAM—

Mike and Lee Mita
OLM Parents 2020, 21, 24, ‘29

Mike: 401-632-7638
Lee: 401-447-3860

John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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