
“Jesus was made known to them in 
the breaking of bread.”—Luke 24:35 
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Dear Parishioners:  
 Of the three pillars of 
Lent — prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving — almsgiving is 
often neglected. And yet, the 
only place in the Old Testament 
that brings all three together puts 
the emphasis firmly on the 
last: "Prayer and fasting are 
good, but better than either is 
almsgiving accompanied by 
righteousness … It is better to 
give alms than to store up gold; 
for almsgiving saves one from 
death and expiates every sin. 
Those who regularly give alms 
shall enjoy a full life" (Tob 12:8-
9). 
  Why is almsgiving better 
than prayer and fasting? Because 
it is prayer and involves fasting. 
Almsgiving is a form of prayer 
because it is "giving to God, " 
not mere philanthropy. It is a 
form of fasting because it 
demands sacrificial giving — not 
just giving something, but giving 
up something until it hurts. For 
many, almsgiving means making 
a sacrificial gift to the Catholic 
Charity Appeal or another 
worthwhile charity like CRS 
Operation Rice Bowl or OLM 
Outreach.   
 Pope Benedict XVI said: 
"Almsgiving is not mere 
philanthropy; rather it is a 
concrete expression of charity, a 
theological virtue that demands 
interior conversion to love of 
God and neighbor, in imitation 
of Jesus Christ, who, dying on 
the cross, gave his entire self for 
us."     
 Lent allows us to 
cultivate a sacrificial spirit of 
generosity and charity. It allows 
us to share what we have and 
who we are with other people. It 
puts us in communion with 
others and helps us understand 

that we are all members of the 
Body of Christ. Keep in mind the 
words of the Lord Jesus, who 
himself said, "It is more blessed 
to give than to receive" (Acts 
20:35).    
 Charity does indeed begin 
at home, where we daily make 
the choice to give our time, our 
attention, our talent, and give 
generously. But charity does not 
stop there because, for Catholics, 
"home" is universal, and our 
family is as big as the world. 
 St. Pope John Paul II 
asked us to see and be seen 
by "the human face of poverty." 
We have a unique opportunity to 
see and be seen by "the human 
face of poverty" this weekend in 
supporting the Catholic Charity 
Appeal. This Annual Appeal 
supports numerous ministries 
and social programs of the 
Diocese of Providence, 
providing charitable, social, 
educational, and spiritual support 
to thousands of Rhode Islanders 
each year.    
 The Catholic Charity 
Appeal's funded services include 
social service ministries 
providing direct support to the 
poor, the hungry, and the 
homeless, immigration and 
refugee services, emergency 
rent, utilities, prescription, and 
medical aid and assistance.  
 In addition, our Church 
provides social service ministries 
that assist the sick and elderly, 
Chaplaincies at State Hospitals 
and Prisons, child care programs 
for low-income families, and  
financial and scholarship aid to 
students with financial need to 
attend Rhode Island Catholic 
schools.    
 We can be proud as 
Catholics in Rhode Island that 
we are the second largest 

provider of social services after 
the state government. Our 
Catholic Charity Appeal funds 
this vast network of charitable 
works. We can also be proud as 
Our Lady of Mercy parishioners 
that we lead the state in donating 
to the Catholic Charity Appeal. 
 I am most grateful to 
Jerry and Kim O'Connell and 
Mike and Lee Mita, who once 
again have generously agreed to 
serve as the Chairpersons of the 
CCA here at OLM. I will preach 
at all Masses about the critical 
need for your spiritual and 
financial support of the CCA. 
 We ask every parish 
family to prayerfully consider a 
pledge of $300 payable over the 
next year. That is $25 per month 
to enable the good works of our 
Church to continue to serve the 
poorest and neediest among us. 
For those who can afford more, 
we ask you to please consider 
the Bishop's Partnership in 
Charity with a pledge of $1,000 
or more.    
 For those who have 
already pledged their gift, know 
of my sincere thanks and 
gratitude. With your prayers and 
support, I am confident we can 
once again surpass our CCA goal 
of $190,000. Thank you for 
generous support and prayers for 
the success of the CCA! St. 
Mother Teresa said: “Charity 
isn’t about pity; it is about love.”
 Pray, fast, and give alms. 
See you at Stations of the Cross 
on Friday. Get ready for the 
Lenten Mission next weekend. 
Be well. Do good. God Bless!



Leave a Legacy of Faith for the next 
Generation! Remember Our Lady of
Mercy Church  in your will or estate.

In your charity please pray for the  repose of the 
souls of the faithful departed especially Ronald 
Verri and Richard Narcessian who have died.

Rest In Peace

Capri Anthony Gelsomino, 
and her parents, Anthony and Tracy.

“Dear brothers and sisters: this child has been 
reborn through Baptism, and is now called a 
child of God, for so indeed she is.  Through 
Confirmation she will  receive the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit and, approaching the altar of the 
Lord, she will share at the table of  Sacrifice, 
and will call upon God as Father in the midst of 
the Church.” —  The Rite of  Baptism

 Secondd Collectionss 
Nextt Week:: Lentenn Missionn Collectionn  





McAuleyy Ministriess Carryy Onn Eventt  
Thursday,, Marchh 14,, 20244 fromm 6-88 p.m.. 

thee Crownee Plazaa inn Warwickk  

The 2024 Catholic Charity  Appeal, "A 
State of Hope", has 
begun. The OLM 
parish CCA goal 
remains the same as 
last year, $190,000, 
with an overall di-
ocesan goal of $7 
million. Please 
prayerfully consid-
er a gift or pledge 

to the appeal as we strive for 100% parish 
participation. 
Visit Dioceseofprovidence.org/CCA to 
make a difference today. 
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Paint House

MOSJ Painting
Residential Interior & 

Exterior Painting
Decks & Power Washing

Serving East Greenwich & 
Surrounding Towns

Registered (42328)
Fully Insured

Mr. Malcolm Vakalis, O.P.
401-219-6019

Richard E. Olson
Excavating

Over 70 Years Experience
5th Generation

General Excavation Work
Septic Sytem • New Repairs • Grading

Boulder Walls • Stone Steps • Drainage Corrections
Mat Olson 401.855.3245
John Olson 401.525.1022

www.reolsonexcavating.com
Reg 

#3691

Residential       Commercial
Green World

Landscaping, LLC
Complete Landscaping Services

Weekly & Bi-weekly Lawn Maintenance
Spring & Fall Clean-ups • Sod & Seed Lawns

Tree & Shrub Planting • Shrub Trimming
Mulching • Aeration dethatching • RR Tile Walls

Commercial Snow Plowing

401-487-4160Richard A. Costa
Free Estimates

Oil change while you wait
Premier brake & alignment specialists

”Friendliest place in town”
5601 Post Road • 398-8222

Providing Residential 
& Commercial Services 

in Rhode Island 
& Southeastern MA

For Gas, Oil and 
Steam Systems

401-256-9249
270 Hopkins Hill Rd
Coventry, RI 02816

www.neboilerworksri.com
• Professionally Laundered & Pressed
• Individually Packaged and Labeled in Sets
• Door to Door Delivery
• Property Management Rates Available
• Quality, Reliability, Convenience

Avoid the Hassle and Leave the Linens To Us!

To Order visit us online at www.LinenDrops.com
coupon code: FREE Delivery (a $20 value)

Relax We’ve Got You Covered

A Bed & Bath Linen Rental Service

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE 
DE MI MARRIO A TU MESA

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Family Owned & Operated

Mon.-Thurs. 11AM-9:30PM
Fri. & Sat. 11AM-10:30PM | Sun. 11AM-9PM

401-828-1005
721 Quaker Lane West

Warwick, RI 02893
www.CondesaRestaurant.com

restaurante mexicano

Mon. Thurs. 11AM 9:30PM
Fri. & Sat. 11AM-10:30PM | Sun. 11AM-9PM

Sponsor a Child, 
Change a Life

A Small Organization Doing 
Big Things for the Children of Haiti

Can $5 a week 
change his life?
Yes, it can.
Scan to fi nd out how. 

www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org

ATTENTION COMMERCIAL COMPANIES!!
Contact Jani-King of Rhode Island and get 

a quote for all your cleaning needs!
(401) 438-6100

www.janiking.com

SANDY LANE 
MEAT MARKET

Meats, Deli, 
Fruits & Vegetables

Gift Certificates
459 Sandy Ln.

Warwick, RI
401-737-4246

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876 

www.rosariesfromfl owers.com
(978) 851-9103

Mention this ad and receive 
a free key-chain with your order

401-885-6811
594 Main St., East Greenwich

Tues-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm
Sun/Mon Closed

401-737-5250401-737-5250
www.metrolobsterandseafood.com

SHOP
LOCAL
HOP
OCAL

SPEND
LOCAL

Support
Your

Community
...and your Church!

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 

22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

t   
e  p ns r  

f   p   
n   pas  e ! 

Your continued support has not gone 
unnoticed by your parish community and 

is SO appreciated!

ttt  
eeeee pppp nsnsns rr

fff    ppp   
nnnnn ppppasaasa  eee !!!
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Best Liquor Store in East Greenwich for
 Fine Wine, Beer, and Spirits

401-884-7517
5782 Post Road, East Greenwich, RI 02818                               

www.TownlineRI.com
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THORPE’S 
WINES & SPIRITS

Your Full Service 
Liquor Store

609 Main Street • E. Greenwich

Watson
Mulch

THE ORIGINAL
1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 21500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RIEAST GREENWICH, RI
401-885-0600401-885-0600

WWW.WATSONMULCH.COMWWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS • NATURAL STONE • BARK MULCH • COBBLESTONE • DECORATIVE STONEPAVERS • NATURAL STONE • BARK MULCH • COBBLESTONE • DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS • SCREENED LOAM • STONE VEN EER • BLUESTONE FLAGGINGRETAINING WALLS • SCREENED LOAM • STONE VEN EER • BLUESTONE FLAGGING

Wesson 
Construction

ADDITIONS • REMODELING 
CUSTOM CABINETRY

Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503
225 Middle Road • E. Greenwich, RI

401-884-0970

Inc.

CESARIO 
PAVING COMPANY
Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas, 
Sidewalks, Seal Coating, Cement & 

Landscape Construction,  Excavating, 
Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding
Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 • Est. 1950

739-4372
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

COURTESY OF JOHN PONTE FAMILY

GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

Featuring regional specialties from Italy, 
Germany, Great Britain & Scandinavia 

for over a quarter century.
2832 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich

884-8798Since 1967

Banquet Sales • 401-884-1100

E  E  O  
N  B

Full Day & Half Day • Summer Programs
www.playgroundprep.com

Preschool & 
Child Care Center

Where every child is made
to feel valued & successful

401-885-PLAY (7529)
6 Weeks To 5 Years

Quidnessett Memorial 
Cemetery

Since 1902
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

401-884-7691
by apppointment

6365 Post Road
 North Kingstown, RI

www.qmcemetery.org

An assisted living residence
Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere 
House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
5 Saint Elizabeth Way • East Greenwich, RI 02818
401.884.9099 • Fax 401.884-7439
www.theseasons.org • A CareLink Partner

DISCOVER THE 
OLM ADVANTAGE

Catholic • Co-Ed
Grades Pre-K thru 8

All Day Pre-K & K
Before & Aft er School Care • Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618
www.olmschool.org

Little Red Hen
Nursery, Pre-K, Kindergarten
Ages 3-6 • 67 Yrs of Excellence

www.LittleRedHenSchool.com
Jane Ann Conway, Director

401-884-5486
358 OLD FORGE RD.

 EAST GREENWICH, RI

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017

Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe

David A. Ucci, Jr.
401-884-9222

DISTINCTIVE WINDOW DESIGNS
Don Altieri - Usher/St. Mary’s

444 Budlong Rd., Cranston, RI

461-0990
Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,

Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

RINALDI ROOFING
DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

401-999-2254
rinaldiroofi ngri.com

Family Owned & Operated 
for 5 Generations Since 1857

Pre-Planning & 
Pre-Financing Available

Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com 401-738-1977

Directors  Michael F. Quinn • Patrick J. Quinn •  Jerome D. Quinn
Christopher P. Quinn • Steven A. DiLorenzo • Chelsea M. Gaudreau

Quinn Funeral Homes in Warwick, Smithfi eld,
North Kingstown, and West Warwick, RI

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Total Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses

Quality Eyewear
5393 Post Road • East Greenwich

www.eastgreenwicheye.com
Call Today For a Tour!

 Assisted Living and 
Memory Support

945 Main St.
East Greenwich RI
401-885-3334

elegance-living.com/senior-living/ri/east-greenwich/achor-bay-at-greenwich

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

S A M IS A M I

Attention Business Owners
and Generous Parishioners!

Jim Bochiechio will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships
for our bulletin. Please consider advertising in our bulletin. 

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad
can be purchased supporting community service organizations.

We need and appreciate your help.

If you are interested or would like more information, 
please call Jim directly at (781) 389-2198 email, Jbochiechio@jppc.net

or consult the parish offi  ce.

Th ank you in advance for your generous support, 
and please patronize our advertisers!

“Our Family Helping Yours
 Since 1976”

111Main St., East Greenwich
401-884-1030

www.phippsrealty.com
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